
Christians Together in Wrexham/ Cydweithio Gyda Crist yn Wrecsam 
 

AGM and quarterly meeting 

 
Agenda 

 

Capel Y Groes 7.30pm Thursday 14th July 2016 

 

 

Apologies: 
Mark Venning (YWAM), Art Ellison (St Mark’s), Geraint Owens 

 

Present: 

Joan and Michael Winwood (Prison Fellowship), Chris Norbury (Gwersyllt), Shirley 

Deveaney (Salisbury Park), Gloria Davies (Trinity Presbyterian), Elinor Edwards (Trinity 

Presbyterian), Phil Arton (Community Church), John Hodgkinson (Community Church), 

David Fewster (St John’s), Mike Norbury (Community Church), Bob (R D) Jones (Capel 

y Groes), Sue Lumb (CAP/TCC), Sian Williams (Synud Cymru, Methodist student 

minister), Elwyn Williams (Capel y Groes), Christopher Lawton (Church Army Centre of 

Mission), Tricia Jones (Wrexham Quaker Meetings), Gareth Jones (Christchurch and 

Street Pastors), ? Davies (Trinity),  Richard Sharples (Methodist Church), Sarah Errington 

(St John’s and St James’), Jonathan Smith (St Margaret’s and St Mark’s), ? Jones (Capel y 

Groes), Menna Davies (Capel y Groes), Gwenan Brett (Capel y Groes), Elaine Smith (St 

Margaret’s and St Mark’s), Brian Matthews (Trinity/Salisbury Park). 

 

 

 

1. Devotion/Thought and Prayer by Host Church  

 

Devotions were led, in Welsh, by Mr Bob Jones, Capel y Groes, and included the 

following readings: 

 

John 17, 31 and 32 

John 17, 17 – 21 

Romans 8, 29-30 

 

 

2. Agenda for AGM 

 

2.1. Review of the year 

 

There have been 3 united services during the year: 

 

Oct – St Margaret’s 

Jan – St Giles (week of prayer for Christian Unity) 

May – Trinity (Christian Aid week). Guest speaker from Bangor Christian Aid office 

 

And additionally 3 meetings (this is the 4
th

, combined with AGM) 

 

1. Oct - Focused on Refugees, welcome and inclusion (Gillian Grainger, Wrexham 



Borough Council) 

2. Jan – focus on Chaplaincy 

3. April - focus on youth work 

 

In May, Peter Devaney died suddenly (had represented Salisbury Park and served 2 

years as chairman of Cytûn).  Condolences were offered to his family and prayers 

thanking God for Peter. 

 

Reflections on the year: 

 

• Food bank has changed base 

• Things beginning to move on Caia Park 

• YWAM furlough year and significant changes there.  Congratulations to 

Sarah and Bob expecting a baby.  Mark and Sue have stepped back from 

leadership in Wrexham 

• Rock Salt at Caergwrle have closed.  

• Prayers are held at Costa every Wednesday morning 

• International fellowship bulging at the seams 

• Walk of Witness took place – Good Friday 

• Prison conference  

• Angel Trail held in advent 

• CAP – changes 

• Fostering partnership between churches and Council 

• Church leaders fellowship has met every month 

• School pastors – Gareth has good contact with schools 

• Cinnamon Network leadership training day 

• CTW benefiting from information bulletin 

 

 

2.2. Minutes and matters arising 

 

The minutes of the previous AGM were accepted by the meeting. 

 

2.3. Accounts 

 

Last complete year is to end of Dec 2015.  Only one lot of income – offering at united 

service, plus a couple of expenses. Balance at end of year is £309.42. 

 

Year to date CTW in Wrexham, £1143.99 transferred into account from Cytûn.  Total 

expenditure so far this year £181.87.  Balance including Cytûn money is £1271.64. 

 

Question raised as to whether we have appointed auditors.  Phil Arton (treasurer) 

commented that all the bank statements were available for inspection.  Sarah Errington 

commented that with the amounts of money we are talking about it wouldn’t be a full 

audit, it would be an independent inspection.  Phil offered his church accountant to have a 

quick look through, CTW not a registered charity so this is not legally required but is 

good practice. 

 

David Fewster asked whether any money might be available for the cost of events 



organised by the International Fellowship.  Request was for £150 for ongoing expenses.  

Proposed that we give £200 to international fellowship.   Approved by meeting.  Gareth 

Jones proposed that the officers be able to authorise grants of up to £150 between 

quarterly meetings as required.  This was approved by the meeting. 

 

2.4. Officers 

 

Richard Sharples happy to continue as Co-Chair but going on sabbatical August to Oct 

Sarah Errington would like to stand down as co-chair once Richard returns from 

sabbatical 

Elaine Smith currently covering for Sarah Opper (Furlough and maternity leave) 

Brian Matthews continuing as secretary 

Mark Venning continuing as a co-opted person 

Officers would like to invite Gareth Jones onto co-opted group 

Phil Arton happy to continue as treasurer 

 

Meeting happy to accept these officers for the coming year. 

 

One vacancy – prayer person. Suggestion that prayer newsletter come out of each 

quarterly meeting, and other opportunities be sought to develop the prayer aspect of 

CTW. 

 

2.5 .Things to learn from and do differently. 

 

Christian Aid service to be much more clearly marked out as a joint service for future 

years. 

Question – does CTW relate to Borough or to town?  How do people outside the town 

know what’s going on – suggest they sign up to bulletin. 

 

Richard Sharples affirmed that CTW seeks to be in solidarity with churches and 

organisations across the Borough. 

 

Welsh language policy – how can we provide equal opportunities for welsh speakers?  

Richard Sharples said that CTW would welcome somebody onto the officers group if they 

wanted to join and develop this. 

 

During the next year CTW will aim to make the walk of witness much more bilingual. 

 

 

3. CTW quarterly meeting 

 

3.1. April minutes 

 

Meeting 28
th

 April at St John’s Rhosnesni – minutes had been circulated.  No matters 

arising. 

 

3.2. Holiday Hunger 

 

This first ran last summer.  Idea is that volunteers put together packed lunches in St 

Mark’s which are taken out via the venture, Gwenfro, Plas Madoc and other projects and 



given to children who may get free school meals during term time.  Currently 90% of the 

volunteers required for the summer holiday period have been recruited.  Various agencies 

now supporting the project financially (e.g. Bellis’s, Sainsbury’s, Community forum on 

Caia Park. The project also continue to receive some support from Diocese of St Asaph 

and has received £50 from Hope Church.  Art Ellison is co-ordinating the volunteers. 

 

3.3. News items 

 

Brian Matthews concerned that in Wrexham Leader a week ago there was an article on 

racism in Wrexham.  If there is an increase in racism then as Christians, CTW might wish 

to make some sort of a statement and send it to the Leader.   

 

Is the meeting happy for officers to make an immediate response in similar circumstances 

in the future? – Agreed 

 

Statement in current situation ‘Christians are for every country’.  Brian Matthews and one 

or two others will put a statement together. 

 

As part of statement, encourage people to wear a safety pin as a symbol that we ae a safe 

place for people. 

 

Gareth Davies – should we change the name of the CTW to ‘CTW in Wrexham 

Borough?’ or ‘CTW in Wrexham County Borough’.  Richard Sharples commented that 

there are Cytûn groups in other areas in the Borough, e.g. Hope, Overton. 

 

Agreed to hold over to next meeting.  Give people a chance to think – may need to 

change logo as well as name.   Need to change bank account, change in constitution? 

 

New minister for 6 church pastorate including Trinity will start in post August 1
st
.  Taking 

part in a joint service with Brian Matthews August 7
th

.  Name of minister is David Jones. 

 

Phil Arton - Spirit Café being run in community church on a Friday evening.   

Community church has been hosting this with a group of recovering addicts for the past 

six weeks now.   This new group is attracting 10 -12 people on recovery journey with 5-6 

people on church leadership team.  Making a difference in people’s lives. 

 

Jonathan Smith – Issue over Borough Council and appropriate venue for Feeding The 

Roofless.  Brian Matthews has met with Councillor Huw Jones.  We have been offered 

Hafod y Dre, this has been looked at but space is too tight.  Brian Matthews got back to 

Cllr Huw Jones and asked if he could have another think.  One church has offered their 

premises but if we could have it on a public space this would be better. 

 

Richard Sharples – we have received a couple of flyers – one from Saltmine, one from 

Riding Lights, wanting to do events in Wrexham.  Richard Sharples suggesting this is 

booked as an event  in the university with CTW willing to promote and underwrite it if 

necessary. 

 

Richard Sharples – a group went to Iona last week, 5 churches represented.  Had a very 

blessed week. 

 



Captain Chis Lawton – After school club due to start in September, ecumenical project, 

working with Methodist church and with YWAM.  Needing volunteers.  To run every 

Monday of term time, from 3pm – 5pm. 

 

Richard Sharples – Wrexham Methodist circuit has appointed a 10 hr per week youth 

worker.  A Sunday night youth fellowship may restart.  This could potentially be an 

ecumenical fellowship. 

 

Richard Sharples – Wales Synod and Synod Cymru (Welsh) are collaborating on sending 

9 people to the Caribbean helping with camps, holiday club in orphanage.  Will be able to 

offer talks in Welsh or English when they come back. 

 

Gareth Jones – Halloween – big night in Wrexham, Opportunity for us to have a presence 

and there will be a lot of people out celebrating some of the aspects of Halloween that 

some of us as Christians are not so keen on. Captain Chris Lawton currently receiving 

training regarding the ‘Jesus Deck’ and could take this down to town.  

 

Joan Winwood – Prisons week 9
th

 – 15
th

 Oct.  Prayer vigil 10
th

 Oct 8am – 8pm in 

Llangollen.  

 

 

3.4. Dates for future meetings 

 

Oct 13
th

 

Jan 19
th

 

April 27
th

 

July 13
th

 (AGM) 

 

Venue for 13
th

 Oct – St Mark’s, Caia Park 

19
th

 Jan – Regent Street 

 

3.5. Worship and Prayer events 

 

Sun 27
th

 Nov, 6pm. National Director of Evangelical Alliance Wales, Elfed Gooding, 

Regent Street Methodist Church. 

 

Jan 22
nd

 (week of prayer for Christian Unity).   Venue to be decided. 

 

14
th

 May (beg of Christian Aid week).  Venue to be decided. 

 

Nov 26
th

 2017 Rev’d Elfed ap Nefydd Roberts – Trinity 

 

(David Fewster – Sat 7 transmits films to the middle east.  Iranian church the fastest 

growing in the world.   To be shown in Oct, hopefully in Methodist church, details to be 

circulated in the Bulletin. ) 

 

4. Closing Prayers 

 

Rev’d Jonathan Smith closed with prayers and the grace. 

 


