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All the known ministries and groups in Wrexham who are serving the town for God’s Kingdom (in 

some capacity or another) were invited to send in a ministry report for distribution. We trust you 

will be encouraged and moved to pray as you read through these. God is Good! 

 

 

 

Please note: Reports from the following were not submitted at the time of printing.  

 CAP 

 Fostering & Adoption 

 IPAC 

 Parish Nursing 

 Prison Work 

 Tangnefedd 

 Wrexham Feeding the Roofless 

 Wrexham Listeners 

An electronic version of this will come out to all who are signed up to receive the regular 

information bulletins and hopefully some more will be submitted by then! You can also find these 

reports online at www.ctwrexham.org.uk in the What’s On section. 

  

http://www.ctwrexham.org.uk/
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ARK Community Centre, The Salvation Army 
The Salvation Army has a long history of offering practical support to people who are vulnerable or in need 

in every community and our work in Wrexham reinforces our belief of transforming lives through our 

community work and helps to support people at their point of need.  All of the services and activities which 

we host are designed to reach out to as many vulnerable individuals within the community as possible.  We 

aim to provide a place that people can go to and feel accepted, offering them support, advice and 

providing a nutritious meal.  Our centre is open five days per week with an open door policy for anyone to 

call in.  All of this work would not be achievable without the help of our dedicated team of over 85 

volunteers.  Our current busy programme of activities includes: 

Drop-in for homeless people –We offer support and provide hot meals for around fifty people who are 

homeless each week at our Drop-in every Thursday morning.  A cooked breakfast, change of clothing, 

washing facilities and toiletries are all on offer to our beneficiaries.  As well as practical support we provide 

our beneficiaries with a holistic service which addresses the much deeper and wider, social, health and 

emotional issues that they are facing.      

Lunch club – Our lunch club caters for up to twenty five guests each Wednesday and provides a nutritious 

two-course hot meal and a drink.  Most of our guests are elderly people living alone, however we also 

serve adults with learning disabilities and people with financial difficulties.  This club provides people who 

would otherwise be at home on their own with the opportunity to get out of the house, meet new people 

and build new friendships.  It also gives people who are struggling to put a meal on the table the 

opportunity to eat a healthy meal.  

Parent and toddler group – Since opening in September 2009, our Little Feet Parent and Toddler Group 

has continued to grow in numbers and now averages an attendance of twenty families each week.  

Discussions with parents and grandparents show that they are enjoying the friendly atmosphere and the 

space that children have.  Each session includes free play, snack, a story and song time.   

Oliver’s – This group has been re-established this year and meets every Monday morning.  It is a group 

designed for women with the aim of providing something more in their lives.  This may be more 

companionship, food for thought, time to relax, or simply more coffee and cake! 

Christmas – As with all Salvation Army centres, Christmas is a particularly busy time of the year for us in 

Wrexham.  Whilst continuing to run all of our regular activities, we also hold a Toy and Food appeal and 

open up the centre on Christmas Day.  This year we provided new toys to around 720 children and 

supported over 350 families.  Around 120 people attended on Christmas Day.  The criteria for attending 

the day are that a person would be on their own or had nowhere else to go.   

Supporting those with additional needs – Our Ark Community Centre has also continued to develop its 

relationship with the Adult Social Services department at the local council.  We now support adults with 

learning difficulties who volunteer at our Lunch Club, Foodbank and in the Admin Office.  They are being 

supported at our centre in order for them to have the opportunity to use the skills that they have been 

taught through the social services department in a more independent, yet secure environment.   

Prayer requests – We pray that we will continue to develop our projects to meet the every-changing needs 

of the community.  We also pray that we will continue to find the funding to finance our work and new 

volunteers to help support our centre  
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Chaplaincy 

Coleg Cambria (Sept-Apr) 

The Chaplaincy Team (made up of Anglican, Roman Catholic, 

Methodist and Free Church)  at Coleg Cambria has been very busy 

this year… 

On Monday 21st September we celebrated Peace Day. Many sites 

made peace doves. At Yale students made a peace chain with 

peace messages and promises. Once person wrote “I pledge to 

allow shalom (peace of God) to flow through me more.” 

In October we had Random Act of Kindness Week. Students were invited to do an act of kindness for 

someone else every day and write about them on post-it notes and stick them up in the LRC for everyone 

else to see. One posted “I donated clothes to the Salvation Army.” At the end of the week MP Ian Lucas 

visited Yale to meet with A Level Graphic Design students who had created posters for the event and speak 

to chaplaincy volunteers who had promoted the event and helped throughout the week. 

In November we celebrated Inter Faith Week. At Yale there was a display of religious artefacts in the LRC 

kindly loaned from St Giles RE Centre. At Northop there was a display about Inter Faith Week around the 

theme of peace, and information about the Chaplaincy with the poster ‘Keep calm and call a Chaplain.’ At 

Deeside we had ‘A Taste of Faith and Culture’ an event that gave students the opportunity to taste breads 

from different faiths and cultures including Challah, Matzo, Roti, Paratha, and Hot Cross Buns. The breads 

were made by our fantastic Catering Department and the students served the bread. Tuesday of that week 

the student Christian Union met with the Staff Prayer Group at Yale to mark Pray Day. It was a wonderful 

experience for all of those who took part; very inspiring and encouraging. In the middle of the week the 

Chaplaincy helped organise a Faith Trail across Wrexham for A Level RE students at Yale. The trail included 

the Wrexham Islamic Cultural Centre, the Catholic Cathedral and St Giles Parish Church.  

At Christmas Yale had a Carol Service with the college choir and the Christian Union held a Christmas stall 

outside the LRC. It featured a Nativity set and members of CU asked passing students and staff to write on 

post-it note what they liked and didn’t like about Christmas.  

Our CU is made up of many students, 3-4 being very active, full of faith, commitment and service, and are a 

joy to spend time with. They have done many events this year as well as Q&A’S and Bible Studies. We also 

have a Discussion Group where we discuss everything from transubstantiation to the questions ‘can war 

ever be just?’ We also have wonderful volunteers and a Faith in Action group.   

In March we had the Respect Fair where students made Peace Mala bracelets and responded to the 

question “Why should you show respect for other people’s religious beliefs?” We also had a talk about 

Islam and a Religion Q&A where one student said they enjoyed “hearing about the different views but also 

about how they agree on a lot of things”.  

We have just celebrated Easter with Meaningful Easter eggs and handing out an Easter survey. It is 

encouraging to discover that over 45 students know that “Jesus’ death means anyone can have forgiveness 

and be given a new life.” 
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We pray that God will help us continue to serve the beautifully rich and diverse community at Coleg 

Cambria and guide us in the best way to do this with so many students and staff of all faiths and none, 

especially with the great variety of courses. 

Ruth Holden 

chaplaincy@cambria.ac.uk  chaplaincy.cambria.ac.uk 

 

 

Glyndŵr University (Nov-Apr) 

I have only been in-post since November 2015, and there had been a break 

since the previous Chaplaincy Co-ordinator left when I arrived, so I can only 

really report on what has happened since I arrived at Glyndŵr.  The 

Chaplaincy had 2 rooms - a Quiet Room, used for prayer, meditation, peace 

and quiet and small meetings, and an office. It was previously located in 

some small ‘back rooms’ upstairs in the library block, but during the early 

Autumn moved to the Student Guild Building, and so is much more 

accessible. I have been working to publicise our new location, and also the 

services that the Chaplaincy offers. Numbers accessing the Chaplaincy are 

now rising. However, it’s still a common misconception that Chaplains are 

only there for when things go wrong and I’m working hard to correct this!  

We currently have a team of 12 volunteer chaplains, including one who is a member of staff here and who 

acts as ‘Chaplaincy Faith Advisor’ (to guide me and also to ensure that I stay within regulations!) and two 

paid student helpers who each work for a few hours every week. Our Chaplains include three Anglicans, a 

Methodist, a (Welsh!) Greek Orthodox Priest, a Roman Catholic, the minister of Christchurch, a Quaker and 

a Fairtrade rep. (A representative from the Salvation Army should also be joining us soon.) Although the 

majority of our Chaplains come from a Christian background, we are a multi-faith chaplaincy and also have 

a Pagan Chaplain, an Islamic Chaplain and a One-Spirit Chaplain – I am working to expand this team as I 

would like to include representatives from both more faiths and more denominations if possible. 

I have arranged a number of Chaplaincy events including Human Rights, Fairtrade and Mental Health 

Awareness days over the last few months, and also become involved in a number of University events. I 

have enjoyed working with Ruth Holden, Chaplaincy Coordinator at Coleg Cambria, on a number of 

occasions, including devising and preparing a joint stall for the CTW Prayer and Volunteer event at Regent 

St Church. The Chaplaincy organised a series of Lenten Studies led by our Chaplains as well as continuing 

our monthly Quaker Meetings for Worship. Numbers attending both are highly variable! 

We offer one-to-one support for students and staff too, and both myself and our chaplains have been able 

to help in this way on a number of occasions in the past few months. 

Over the next year I hope to continue increasing awareness of the Chaplaincy and the services we provide, 

particularly getting the message out that we’re here for those of all faiths and none, and also to increase 

awareness of staff and students of the importance of faith and spirituality in human lives. I aim to make 

the Chaplaincy a place where everyone knows they will are welcome – whether just for a cup of tea, a 

‘listening ear’, or to discuss some of the more important questions of life! I will also be working to increase 

mailto:chaplaincy@cambria.ac.uk


CTW Ministry Reports Page 7 April 2016 

my knowledge of other faiths, and to encourage mutual understanding and respect between staff and 

students who follow different religions. 

Prayer Pointers: 

 Christian students and staff (including me!) and we try to live out our faith at the University – and 

pray that I will be able to make contact with more of them so that we can support each other. 

 Pray for our team of chaplains. Give thanks for the wonderful way they support me here and for the 

warm and mutual respect between them - and also that we’ll find the right new people to join us. 

 Pray for our Islamic Students and staff, who are as appalled by the actions of groups such as ISIS as 

we are, but must bear the words of those who mistakenly assume that all Muslims support such 

violent behaviour. Pray for an openness to faith from all staff and students. 

 For me and for the team as we try to find the right way forward for the Chaplaincy,  especially as I 

try to raise awareness of the chaplaincy amongst senior staff and academic staff who have proved 

hard to get in touch with so far. Give thanks for progress already made! 

Thanks   Naomi 

Contact details:  chaplains@glyndwr.ac.uk        Tel: 01978 29 3336 

  

mailto:chaplains@glyndwr.ac.uk
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Christian Aid 
The Wrexham Christian Aid Committee consists of 5 members and a Treasurer. 

These members come from just 4 Churches. Our small number makes it very 

difficult to plan events. 

In the last year we have had a successful Coffee Morning last November and 

during Christian Aid Week we were given a day to collect in Tesco. 

The attendance at the hunger lunch held in Trinity on 11th March was disappointing with only three 

churches represented, however, we did raise £80.  A further Hunger Lunch is planned for Monday April 

25th  at Capel y Groes. 

This Year the United Service for C. A. is on Sunday 8th April 2016 at Trinity Church Wrexham at 6pm The 

speaker will be Llinos Roberts from the Bangor C.A. Office. Everyone is welcome. 

C. A. Week itself runs from 15th May to 21st May.  We are not able to support as many house to house 

collections as we have done in recent years.   

We are holding a quiz on Friday May 13th at Bethel Church, Garden Village, more details to follow. 

C.A. envelopes and other materials available from Christine. 

Last Year we were able to send a cheque to C.A. headquarters for over £6.000. 

If Christian Aid is to continue as a viable Charity in the Wrexham Area we need far more support in general 

from all the Churches in the Wrexham.  

Our prayer request  is to enable  Christian Aid to meet the needs of all those it encounters worldwide, who 

are desperate for help and support.  We also pray for more volunteers and support locally to enable us to 

continue our small part in making this possible.  
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Church Army on Caia Park 

St Asaph Centre of Mission 
 

Since arriving in September Captain Chris Lawton and Mr Josh Smith’s Mission 

has and will be mainly concentrated on the Caia Park estate – an estate with over 

12,000 residents, built in the 1950’s it has a long history of Social Issues with one 

of the highest levels of deprivation and crime in Wales and where the Church has 

had little effect over the years. 

Hence there are many people on Caia Park who have yet to hear of the Good 

News, so our arrival in September is seen as the Church Army and Diocese of St 

Asaph response to this need. 

Our overall aim is to create communities of new Christians on the estate and to empower Churches in the 

Diocese to do the same.  So Initially we set out to Listen, Serve and Befriend the people of Caia Park with 

Josh concentrating his time with the youth and young men on the estate and I with the children and 

families. 

In tangible terms: Josh has used his skills as a Footballer to built-up relationships with the young men on 

the estate and in training the children who attend the ‘Youth Centres’ in football skill sessions – Josh has 

found this valuable in building-up relationships, not only with the children, but with the staff of the centres 

who were initially very suspicious of our motives. 

Chris is now leading regular Assemblies at the two Secular Primary Schools on the Estate and Josh has just 

been invited to work with the High School where most of the estate children go. 

We also held a ‘Fireworks Night’ at St Marks which led onto a ‘Christmas Lantern Parade’ where over 60 

people marched through Caia Park and then were treated with mince pies, mulled wine, Christmas Carols 

and a thought for Christmas with surprising results.  

We had an amazing Holiday Club in Half Term and A family ‘Easter Mad Hatters Tea Party’ proved another 

great way of bringing the community and the Church witness together and we are currently planning a 

Queens Birthday event in June. 

Over Lent we started encouraging members of the Church on the estate and in Wrexham to share their 

faith though the Church Army’s Faith Pictures Course. 

We were amazed to see more people turning-up over the weeks and how people came away with their 

own ‘faith picture’ and ways in which they can share them. 

Starting from such a low point we know that Mission on Caia Park will be a slow process and although we 

are impatient for seeing people find a new faith in Christ, from these small beginnings we know that God 

will bless us in His own time. 

Chris & Josh 
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Foodbank 
In the last year things have changed quite a bit for us at the Wrexham 

Foodbank. We are now a charity and we have a temporary warehouse in 

Rhostyllen to sort and store the food that was really beginning to take 

over The Salvation Army 

building! We are very grateful 

to The Salvation Army and they continue to be the ‘host 

church’ for the Wrexham Foodbank providing support and 

office equipment. We now have four Distribution Centres – 

one at The Salvation Army in Rhosddu, St Mark’s Church in 

Caia Park, Gwersyllt Congregational Church, and The 

Opportunity Centre in Plas Madoc.  

We are embracing The Trussell Trust motto of providing ‘More Than Food’ through providing toiletries, 

signposting to further help, partnering with the Church in Wales ‘Holiday Hunger’ 

project, and running the ‘Eat Well Spend Less’ course.  

The Foodbank is run entirely by volunteers from across the churches and other 

organisations. All the food is donated by churches, schools, organisations and 

individuals. In 2015-16 we received 33,220kg of food and gave out 2076 food parcels to 

people and families in the Wrexham area. The main reasons for a referral for a food 

parcel have been benefit delays and low income.  

During the year ahead we have plans to have a new building space where we can 

operate everything from and be open to further possibilities. We have collections 

arranged at Tescos and Morrisons in the summer.  

For the latest news on ways to get involved or what we need in terms 

of food donations please see our website or twitter feed, or get in 

touch. If you would like to fundraise for us then please do get in touch 

so that we can support you! Thank you so much for your support, 

please continue to pray for all those that we meet and support, for 

food and finance. Ideally our aim is to not be needed of course but for 

the foreseeable future we are committed to our vision of feeding 

those in crisis and helping them find a way forward.  

Website: www.wrexham.foodbank.org.uk 

Email: info@wrexham.foodbank.org.uk 

Twitter: @WrexhamFoodbank 

Phone: 07538 547971 / 01978 311076 

  

http://www.wrexham.foodbank.org.uk/
mailto:info@wrexham.foodbank.org.uk
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International Christian Fellowship of Wrexham (ICFW) 
On May 1st we expect to  be celebrating our third anniversary. During the years since God led to the 

formation of the ICFW we have welcomed people from some 30 different countries. Our meetings consist 

of singing, sharing, praying, studying the Bible, and eating our ‘bring and share’ meal together, though at 

the time of writing (March 2016) we are running the Christianity Explored evangelistic course where the 

format is a little different. 

We started meeting in our home, then moved to the Manna bookshop before 

moving to the Lounge of the Regent Street Methodist church more than  two 

years ago. We are very grateful both to the bookshop and the church for their 

strong support.  

We have a core group of mainly ‘Brits’ without whom the group would not be 

able to continue. This group meets once a month for prayer. 

The group has gelled well and we have a strong mutual concern for each others’ particular needs. We also 

started a monthly ‘Sunday Special’ when we enjoy some games before one of the group tells us about their 

home country. To date we have learned about Iran, Sweden, India, Guyana, China, Germany, Bangladesh, 

Cameroon and Brazil. 

We have had group outings to, for example, Lake Vyrnwy, Snowdon (we reached 

the top!), and Whittington Castle. We have also enjoyed a fabulous Strawberry Tea 

with some great games, including a men vs. ladies tug-of-war. 

We have had an ICFW stall at two Wrexfest and two  Festival of Nations in 

Hightown.  

We have ‘lost’ a number from the group because of visa issues, which resulted in their having to return to 

their home country, work or studies. Others have moved away from Wrexham.  

Over 8,000 internationals live in Wrexham and our vision is to see people from different language groups, 

for example Portuguese, Indians, Poles, Filipinos, Thais, etc joining us. Many of these have the right of 

abode and so do not have visa issues.  

Three of our members have said they want to be baptised, and another two are 

presently considering taking this important step. We hope to arrange a baptismal 

service within the next few weeks.  

So, we praise and thank the Lord for the past and pray that we shall reach more 

from the many people groups who live in our town.  

Website: http://www.icfwrexham.org/  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/icf.wrexham  

David H. Fewster 

  

http://www.icfwrexham.org/
https://www.facebook.com/icf.wrexham
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Just Across International Drop-In 
There’s never a dull moment in Just Across!  We welcome people living in the Wrexham area who would 

like to improve their English language skills. We aim to encourage integration, help people to learn more 

about our way of life and maybe eventually become British citizens. Between thirty and forty people 

attend each week from countries all over the world; some of whom have 

lived and worked here for several years, others hoping to make their 

homes in Wrexham and others just passing through. 

We are an organisation of striking differences and similarities.  There are 

differences of nationality, culture, religion and language and we 

celebrate and respect that diversity.  And the similarities?  Well - our 

common humanity and values, and an understanding of the emotions 

that we all feel.  There are ways, other than language, in which we can 

communicate, for example, a hug is a powerful demonstration of 

sympathy and love and often laughter really is the best medicine! We 

share food together mainly bread, cake and special celebration meals.  

So we embrace our commonality and celebrate that too.  There are 

no borders or barriers in Just Across! 

This year we have begun new initiatives – to provide fresh fruit and 

vegetables each week for asylum seekers and toys for children who 

arrive here with nothing. We are very grateful for donations we have 

received from churches and individuals towards the cost of these – 

please keep them coming!  We hold a weekly session for pre-school 

children (and their mums) to learn nursery rhymes and songs in 

English which will help them to integrate into school life. 

Life in the drop-in is a roller coaster ride.  Every week there are sharp contrasts  - one minute someone 

arrives confused, fearful or traumatised by recent events and the next we’re celebrating with another who 

has just been granted refugee status or has just become a British citizen.  Babies are born and people move 

on to start a new life in a new place.  Soon we hope to welcome refugees from Syria to settle in Wrexham. 

The Church provides a weekly opportunity for Christian prayer and reflection and we also ask for your 

prayers and support: 

 Please pray that we can help people in difficult circumstances to cope with feelings of fear and 

bewilderment as they try to come to terms with what has happened to them.   

 Pray that they will feel that they have reached a place of safety and freedom.  

 Can we also pray that the peoples of the world will one day be able to live in peace together with 

many different nationalities, religions and cultures built on mutual respect, tolerance and 

understanding, so that the distressing journeys they’re often forced to make are no longer 

necessary. 
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Rhos Community Café 
Social Hub: The café provides a place where people in the community come together to enjoy cheaper 

food and drink in a friendly environment.  Many times, people come into the café alone and end up 

chatting with staff or customers and enjoying quality social time instead of feeling isolated.  .  One lady said 

the other day that she had come into the café because she knew she would have someone to talk to 

instead of sitting alone at home.  

We also provide craft activities in holidays for families and oversight the public toilets which would have 

closed otherwise. 

Volunteering, training and developing skills in the workplace:By working with the Job Centre, Dynamics, 

Avow and Communities First, we can provide a safe environment where people can come and find the 

confidence to prepare for the workplace.   We also have volunteers with disabilities who enjoy 

volunteering in a safe environment. We can also link with free courses for people both in the community 

and volunteers who work in the café. 

 When Ann (name changed for privacy) first came to the café, she lacked in confidence and was not able to 

perform the simplest task without things going wrong!  After her placement ended, she gained confidence 

but  she needed more time.  After praying and  a conversation with Communities First for help, we were 

able to extend her placement.  Then came the opportunity to help her develop her CV and help with a 

cover letter!  Ann got the job and today is doing really well.  This is just one example of the help the café 

provides to people (especially young people). 

Demonstrating the Kingdom: Relationship had built up with Cathy and her mother over the months.  One 

day she shared how she was tormented by nightmares which were her destroying her waking life!  Cathy 

received prayer and as she did she had a vision of Jesus and she entered blazing light. Jesus completely set 

her free of the nightmares and she has just received Jesus as her personal saviour.  She is overwhelmed 

with His goodness.   

Once a month we have Spiritual Equipping Sundays where we invite people for breakfast, worship and 

teaching.  Workshops are also hosted at the café. 

Praise points:  Thank you Jesus for the lives that are being touched on every level through the presence of 

the café in the community. 

Prayer points:  

 More lives to be healed and know Jesus personally.  

 That more Christian volunteers will join the team, who have a heart to reach out with the love of 

God. 

Blessings , Grace Lockhart 
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Rocksalt 
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St Giles’ Centre for R.E. and Faith Development 

Candlemas Celebrations 

Over the past few years our Centre has held a very successful Christmas 

event for schools. At our “review of the year” meeting, we felt that 

although we have previously done some amazing Christmas events, 

especially a “Jesse- Tree” event and our “You-cube” story box festival; we 

didn’t want to run an event for Christmas unless it added value to what 

the schools were already doing.  

So we took the radical step of deciding not to have a Christmas event but 

instead to celebrate the less well known festival of Candlemas. We used 

the story of the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple and the welcome Jesus and his 

parents received from two older people, Simeon and Anna, to think about the gifts we 

each have. We recalled how Simeon recognised Jesus as the light of the world and we 

reflected upon themes of darkness and light. 

On February 2nd 300 children came to a service at St Giles’ Church in Wrexham from 9 

local schools. We had previously delivered modelling clay to the schools and an 

information pack telling the story of Jesus’ presentation and offering assembly 

resources. We encouraged the children to make a decorated candle holder, 

illustrating something about their gifts. 

The work that the children did was wonderfully imaginative. Some of them also 

dressed up to tell the story and many took part in the 

service in various ways. We gave each child a candle (LED) 

to hold, we had a (rather chaotic procession!) and we had 

songs, prayers and readings about darkness and light. 

Our project became truly inter-generational thanks to the imagination of the flower 

arrangers (and growers) at church. They wanted to welcome the children and  to 

contribute to the theme, which they did with some beautiful arrangements 

incorporating candles. 

Not only did we manage to explore a lesser known Christian festival, but we also did some great work on 

naming and celebrating gifts and hopes. It was lovely to do this after Christmas during the quieter and 

darker weeks of term. 

We are grateful to everyone who took part, and all who helped in 

any way. 

If you want to know more about this or any of our other work then 

please contact the St Giles’ Centre for Religious Education and Faith 

Development at faithdevwxm@gmail.com  

Mary Stallard and Libby Jones. 

  

mailto:faithdevwxm@gmail.com
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Street & School Pastors  
This report must start by acknowledging the tremendous continued commitment 

and hard work our dedicated team of Street and School Pastors provide.  77 

Town Centre patrols on 2nd and 4th Fridays plus every Saturday were provided 

during 2015.   

1332 bottles, alongside 1345 cans have been removed from the streets, 30 space blankets given out, a few 

pairs of gloves provided, and 715 pairs of flip flops have been donated to grateful members of the public.  

These patrols equate to 2676 helpful interactions or positive encounters with members of the public.  All 

this equates to 1486 volunteer hours helping make Wrexham an even safer place and making a positive 

difference in many people’s lives.  All of these figures are an increase on 2014 figures and reflect a busy 

year and correspond with growing signs of recovery in the Wrexham night-time economy. 

Once again a number of observers have accompanied us on these patrols and regular monthly 

presentations have been given to church and community groups, with continued requests from  WI groups 

once again noticeable.  We have again been asked for food regularly by numerous homeless folk with 

meals being provided and the presence of such people in the night time economy continues.   

Once again we were involved in the Christmas initiative here in Wrexham joining other partners in the 

provision of a Welfare Centre to aid revellers over the festive period. 

School Pastors ministry has continued at Rhosnesni High School building on a solid year of consolidation in 

2014.  We continue to visit around 3 times a week – focussing mainly on providing a 

presence at lunch time.  Relationships with staff and pupils have developed and we 

are starting to get involved in differing aspects of school life; most noticeably year 

group assemblies linked to Christian festivals.  These have been very well received 

and have helped to raise food & toiletry donations for the local Trussell Trust 

Foodbank.  Roughly 6 – 8 volunteer hours per term-time week equates to around 300 annual volunteer 

hours.  A highlight for us has been supporting the school as they have moved out of special measures and it 

was a great joy for all when this was achieved – well done to all pupils and staff. 

Financially we have noticed that our income has dropped considerably as regular donations have 

decreased.  We anticipate that we have 2 years of funds in place with current expenditure and so we are 

looking at new ways of generating finance and income to ensure continued operations beyond 2018.  

Further news will follow as we embark on a 2016 fundraising campaign. 

With considerable help and assistance from Ascension Trust we were awarded CIO Charity status in June 

2015 and our charity number is 1162341. 

Spring 2015 was a memorable and fruitful time with Rev Les Isaacs OBE joining us for a weekend of 

ministry events in March.  We took over Liquid Nightclub for `Clubbing Church` during the early evening of 

a Saturday night and a great time was enjoyed by all.  We are grateful to Dave McCarroll and Liquid Staff 

for their kind generosity in hosting us and we look forward to further events of this kind. 

Once again new faces are in the process of joining the Street Pastor team and we will be focussing energies 

on another recruitment drive in spring 2016.  2016 represents our 10th year of operation and we will be 

celebrating this special and significant achievement in a number of differing ways. 

Thank you, one and all, for your continued support and encouragement.  
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Together Creating Communities (TCC) 

Supporting diverse communities to build power and enact change  

TCC is a diverse alliance of faith groups, community organisations, and schools. 

We tackle social injustice and take action on issues affecting communities in 

North East Wales.  

Our main aim is to train local people as community leaders, so that they are better able to work with 

decision-makers to have a say on issues affecting their communities. We run an annual two night 

residential training course, free to anyone from a TCC member group, and most recently trained 30 new 

community leaders.  

In 2015 TCC celebrated 20 years of community organising – something we’re particularly proud of as the 

UK’s oldest community organising group. We held a big celebration where we looked back at the huge 

difference TCC has made over the years.  

This year we have particularly focused on developing our 

work with children and young people, training young 

community leaders and supporting them to get their voices 

heard. Through the year we worked with over 800 young 

people. Two campaigns run by young people were 

incredibly successful: a group at St. Joseph’s succeeded in 

getting a defibrillator for their school, and a group at St. 

Christopher’s (many of whom use hearing aids) managed to 

persuade NatWest bank in Wrexham to install a hearing 

loop system and train all their staff on how to use it.  

Other issues we’ve successful taken action on include 

fracking, making swimming sessions suitable for all women 

including Muslim women, the Living Wage, and fair 

funerals.  

Ahead of the general election TCC held Accountability 

Meetings in 5 constituencies, with over 600 people 

attending. The meetings gave our members the opportunity 

to build relationships with candidates running for MP, and 

find out what action they would take on the issues on TCC’s 

agenda.  

Over the next year we hope to continue expanding our 

successful work, hopefully working with new groups from 

across Flintshire and Denbighshire. For more information 

about TCC please get in touch. 

 01978 262588 www.tcc-wales.org.uk office@tcc-wales.org.uk 
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XL Mentoring 
We are a charitable organisation working with young people in the Wrexham area 

who are struggling to engage with mainstream education. Our belief is that the issues 

many young people face today require a relational response and that mentoring a 

young person is a powerful way to see change happen. We train volunteer mentors 

to meet with a suitable young person once a week to provide them with a consistent 

and persistent role model who will have a positive and lasting impact upon their lives 

and futures. 

XLM Wrexham started in January 2015. Over the past year we have run 2 training weekends with over 30 

attendees. These events were put on to train mentors in how to develop positive and meaningful 

relationships with young people. To date we have run 4 mentoring relationships with young people from 

Ysgol Grango and we have 3 currently ongoing.  

I recently had the pleasure of attending a national event in London that promoted the charity and its work 

throughout the UK. The event was attended by the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge who have endorsed 

the project nationally and the wider work of XLP in London.  

 

Over the next year we are looking to expand the influence of the project in Wrexham by working with 

more schools and youth clubs. In order to achieve this we need to be able to recruit more mentors, 

develop relationships with referral agencies and secure sufficient funding. Please pray that: 

 The right connections will be developed to expand referrals. 

 That the right people would be prompted to volunteer.  

 That funding streams would be secured in order to expand the work of the project.  

If you would like more info then please feel free to have a look at the national website or have a look at 

and ‘like’ our facebook page. 

  

http://xlm.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/xlmentoringwrexham/
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Youth With A Mission (YWAM) 
YWAM Cymru/Wales formally constituted into a registered charity in December 

2015! This is an exciting development for us and means that we now have a Board 

which is taking a fresh look at how the Lord would develop YWAM in the nation of 

Wales. 

As part of this new legal set up, we have also been looking at the local leadership team in Wrexham, and – 

as of 1st March 2016 (St David’s Day) – we began the process of moving day to day leadership of our 

community in Wrexham across to Bob & Sarah Opper. Having both been in YWAM for some time already, 

they joined Mark & Sue Vening in YWAM in Wales back in 2009. Since then, they have been significant part 

of YWAM Cymru/Wales’ recent history and have re-pioneered our DTS programme and been involved in 

several key ministries locally. 

Mark & Sue will continue to remain an active part of the 

community, but after 14 years of direct leadership in Wrexham 

have responded to the leading of the Holy Spirit to hand over the 

responsibility. This is a very positive hand-over, and one that is 

supported by every single member of the Wales community and 

Board.  

In the last year we’ve been involved in a lot of projects and ministries including:  

 worshiping and praying together  

 taking the service in two churches 

 hosting monthly community potlucks 

 starting a new ministry to students at 

Glyndwr 

 serving at the Operation Christmas Child 

and Teams4U shoebox warehouses 

 giving practical help to friends 

 partnering with various people about 

bringing the Gospel into Caia Park 

 working around GyG 

 finishing our new website (same address, 

great new look!) 

 helping the Foodbank move into the new 

warehouse and taking care of admin and 

stock control 

 attending the New & Small Teams 

Network for YWAM England in Cornwall 

 encouraging pastors around North Wales 

 establishing a church plant in our 

neighbourhood with the Assemblies of 

God church planting team 

 hosting several guests and teams at GyG 

 cooking all week at at the YWAM 

Cambridge DTS Gathering 

 reading the Bible out loud in public places 

and interceding for our town 

 making sandwiches for the roofless each 

week 

 supported Street & School pastors 

 supporting "Christians Together in 

Wrexham" and "Church Leaders 

Fellowship" 

 serving with a few kids and youth clubs 

 listened to 3 different guest speakers for 

our staff group 

 Co-hosted a week-long Kids Holiday Club 

at St. Marks with the Church Army 

 joined in with the churches for a Good 

Friday walk of witness 

 helped at a Prison conference 

 helped at the Holiday Hunger Lunches 

 

http://apps.charitycommission.gov.uk/Showcharity/RegisterOfCharities/CharityFramework.aspx?RegisteredCharityNumber=1164721&SubsidiaryNumber=0
http://ywamwales.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b07bd70386e463386924cdd0d&id=2e8f5578b0&e=71ced9e169
http://ywamwales.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=b07bd70386e463386924cdd0d&id=ad8e059269&e=71ced9e169
http://ywamwales.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b07bd70386e463386924cdd0d&id=55668a4403&e=71ced9e169
http://ywamwales.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b07bd70386e463386924cdd0d&id=19f393cf6d&e=71ced9e169
http://ywamwales.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b07bd70386e463386924cdd0d&id=19f393cf6d&e=71ced9e169
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Discipleship Training School: We are well on track with our September 2016 DTS plans. The DTS staff are 

inviting speakers, making schedules & plans, communicating with accepted and potential trainees and 

praying for the training programme. At the moment, we have 3 accepted trainees and a few more in the 

application stage.  It’s certainly been different for our team to not have a DTS on during the 2015/2016 

year so we are really looking forward to a renewed school under new leadership this Autumn. 

Save the Date: September 2016 means the 25th Anniversary of YWAM's presence in Wales. We want to 

celebrate and you're invited! Put Saturday 15th October 2016 into your diaries and plan to be with us for 

an evening celebration with worship, testimony, fellowship and more! Details to come. 

Prayer Points 

 Vision and God's guidance for Spring & Summer 

 Faith-filled wisdom and creativity for Mark & Sue as they dream with God about what to do with 

Jesus post-team-leader days 

 More applicants for the September DTS 

 Increase of grace for hospitality as we host people, teams and groups 

 Financial Provision – as well as our ongoing journey to finish paying for GyG and for all staff to see 

an increase in monthly support 

 That God would continue to send us more long-term staff for our team (Praise for returning staff!) 

 Continued blessing and growth on all ministries in Wrexham – including the release of much fruit as 

the gospel is preached in our town 
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Thanks for reading these and for all your support through time, 

prayer and money to make all of these fantastic ministries 

happen! 


