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Christians Together in Wrexham/ Cydweithio Gyda Crist yn Wrecsam  
St Margaret’s Church, Garden Village, 7.30pm Thursday 6

th
 July 2017 

 

Present: Richard Sharples (Methodist), Ruth Rowlands (Rock Chapel), David Rowlands 

(Rock Chapel), Chris Lawton (St Mark’s), Trish Earlam (Methodist), Rhi Lawton (St 

Mark’s), Robert Parry (Capel y Groes), Gwenan Brett (Capel y Groes), Sally Griffiths 

(Christchurch), Christine Williams (Trinity Presbyterian), Diane Rogers, Michael Winwood 

(Prison Fellowship), Joan Winwood (Prison Fellowship), Mark Vening (YWAM), Gareth 

Jones (Christchurch/Street Pastors), Richard Fogg, John Hodgkinson (Community Church), 

Art Ellison (St Marks), Jonathan Smith (St Margaret’s/St Mark’s). 

 

Apologies: Brian Matthews (Trinity Presbyterian), Rhian Jones (Capel y Groes), Sarah Opper 

(YWAM), Sue Allen (Christchurch), Sue Lumb (CAP/Community Church), Helen Davies (St 

Margaret’s), Elizabeth Gauge (St Giles).  

 

 

Welcome:  

• Prayer – Prayers were led by Rev’d Jonathan Smith. 

• Introductions –Richard Sharples welcomed new representatives/church leaders.  

 

 

AGM   

 

1 Review of the year 

 

Richard presented a review of the year, this is included below: 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

This is now our second full year formally as Christians Together in Wrexham, 

following an initial year of journeying together as Mission Wrexham and 

Cytun. And my sense is that we are now 'joined at the hip' and wedded for life!  

 

Tonight is our fourth opening meeting of the year, and we have incorporated 

significant prayer time on each occasion. We have gathered together for 

worship on three occasions; in the Autumn at the Methodist Church, in 

January during the Week of Prayer at Capel y Groes, and in May at the 

Presbyterian Church, Garden Village, during Christian Aid Week. In addition, 

this year Gareth Jones has coordinated two pulpit exchanges; one in October 

and one in January. We walked and witnessed together on Good Friday, with 

drama performed in the main by young people from Coleg Cambria. More 

recently, up to 25 different people took part in the pilgrimage from Englesea 

Brook - a place associated with a movement of the Spirit - back to Caia Park 

via the gates of the new Prison. 

 
Ministry at the Prison has been high on our agenda, and each Sunday members 

of local churches are now attending worship at the Prison - coordinated by 

Michael and Joan from the Prison Fellowship. Similarly, work on Caia Park 

continues to be high on our agenda, with Chris and Josh coming towards the 

end of a second year of missionary work there. In the course of this year, with 

their leadership, some pioneering youth work has begun at the former 'Tin 
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Chapel' at Rhosnesni. 

 
Under Gareth's Leadership, the Church Leaders Fellowship has met monthly 

and has been well attended. Amongst other things, we have continued to take 

seriously our relationship with the Council, through Lee Robinson. During the 

year, with TCC's lead, the Council have progressed with the Syrian 

Resettlement programme and Just Across has seen many Syrian families, and 

continues to be seen as a vital source of sanctuary and support for those who 

find themselves strangers in a strange land. With the Council's support we now 

have funding to sustain the fruit and veg' scheme for the next two years.  

Wrexham International Christian Fellowship, which also meets at the 

Methodist Church, has successfully undergone a period of transition, with 

David Fewster feeling called elsewhere. 

 
We rejoice at the range of ministries offered in the name of Christ across the 

Town and Borough; in particular Street Pastors has been recruiting, the 

College and University Chaplaincies working well, Food Bank has moved to 

better premises, YWAM have had a full DTS and a year of transition of their 

own, partly because Sarah and Bob Opper have been blessed with little Quin. 

The role of Communications - and responsibility for those wonderfully 

informative bulletins - has been ably covered by Elaine Smith and Sally 

Griffiths working together. 

 

With all of these 'mercy ministries' - and many more I could have listed - we 

have sown generously and worked hard as Christians Together in Wrexham for 

the good of this town and its people. There is now, I believe, a 'season of 

favour' upon evangelism, as you shortly hear, and the challenge for the coming 

years lies in finding ways that we can more openly and honesty share the good 

news of Jesus Christ with people who are waiting to hear it. 

 

It has been a joy to have been part of such a rich ecumenical life here in 

Wrexham for the past 10 years, and I remained more convinced than ever that 

'where God's people live in unity, there the Lord commands his blessing'. 

Amen. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

Mark Venning reflected on the psalm ‘where the brethren dwell together in 

unity’.   

 

Art Ellinson has published a booklet about Christian unity in Wrexham.  Art 

has also just completed the preparations for the Holiday Hunger project and 

has enough and more volunteers than needed. 

 

2 Things to learn from and do differently 

 

It was suggested that we might think about our inclusivity with regard to the 

welsh language going forward. 
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3 Minutes of previous AGM 

 

Last AGM minutes 2.5 Welsh language policy.  CTW would welcome 

involvement from somebody who could carry the flag for welsh culture and 

language.  There was also a vacancy for a prayer champion.  Robert Parry, 

Capel y Groes agreed that he was happy to fulfil role of Welsh Champion. 

 

4 Accounts  

 

Phil Arton was not present for the meeting.  Mark Vening reported that the 

finances were healthy.  Money is available for mission/projects etc. 

 

5 Officers 

 

Brian was not present but had confirmed that he was happy to continue as 

secretary.  He had however been elected as moderator for Presbyterian church 

in Wales so would have limited time. Richard Sharples agreed to send a card 

on behalf of CTW to congratulate Brian.  If anybody feels called to be 

secretary (or prayer champion) please contact one of the officers. 

 

CTW Quarterly Meeting 

 

1 Mission  

1.1. Mission to Wales: New Wine Cymru 6
th

 – 15
th

 July 

 

Today was the first day of the mission.  Thanks were extended to Ken from the 

Baptist church for providing a venue for the training and also to Robert Parry 

for car parking at Capel y Groes. 

 

On this first day, between 50 and 60 people (from Wrexham and Mold) had 

gathered in the training room. A time of worship was held and some training, 

the group then went out onto the streets.  23 people prayed prayers of salvation 

or recommitment to Christ.  

 

The mission in Wrexham is part of a wider Mission across the whole of Wales. 

There are 19 centres involved across Wales and 167 churches.  Today 287 

people across the nation had prayed a prayer of salvation and had been asked 

to give details for follow up.  Of the 23 in Wrexham, 18 gave details for follow 

up and will be directed to local churches. An ecumenical Alpha course will be 

run in the autumn.  Gareth is encouraging people to believe for 400 souls here 

in Wrexham.  Next week will include healing on the streets and some healing 

café meetings.  

 

New Wine Cymru and the Bible Society are providing all the resources for 

this.  Gareth asked everybody to consider giving a donation to these 

organisations.  

 

People were asked to pray at 12 noon each day as the team go out onto the 

streets.  
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2 Updates & Reviews  

2.2. Pilgrimage (Review) 

 

Richard Sharples talked about the pilgrimage he had been leading – the 

pilgrimage arose out of a conversation which took place a few years ago about 

finding a different way of praying together.  The pilgrimage had been blessed 

with hospitality and shared prayers at a number of places.  Richard saw the 

pilgrimage as being about bringing a blessing down on our ministry at the 

prison.  Walking together he felt had strengthened our fellowship together. 

Jonathan Smith reflected that it would be good to continue walking together 

after Richard had left (Richard is due to move to a new ministry in Bristol in 

August).  Art thanked Richard for leading the pilgrimage. 

 

2.3. Spirituality Fairs and Essence Course (Chris) 

Mark Vening reported that two spirituality fairs had taken place so far. These 

were about reaching out to people who are open to spiritual things but may not 

seek out Christian spirituality.   At the most recent fair four people gave their 

lives to the Lord.  Mark and Chris are in the process of following these people 

up.  The Essence course (similar to Alpha but appealing to those who enquire 

after spiritual alternatives), after stalling on the first attempt, was restarting.  

This will be advertised widely should others wish to join it.  Two more 

spirituality fairs are booked for the autumn.   

 

2.4. Prison update (Gareth/Michael/Chaplain)  

 

The written report below was provided by Michael Winwood after the 

meeting: 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

The prison now stands with around 400 inmates, with post of the full and part-

time chaplains in place.  The second block, ‘Alwyn’ was opened on Monday 

with some men moving in, so that we now have two blocks being used, Alwyn 

and Bala. 

 

The two multi-faith chapels opened for services two weeks ago and though the 

Muslim congregation is by far the largest, there are around twenty men now 

attending Sunday worship with four or five people coming into the services 

each week from Wrexham and the surrounding area.  The one chapel is shared 

by the Muslims, Sikhs and Hindus.   The other chapel is for the Catholics, 

Anglicans, Free Church, Buddhists, Humanists and Pagans. 

 

The Anglican Mothers’ Union in St Asaph Diocese are starting to get involved 

with Angel Tree – the giving of presents by the father in Berwyn to their 

children at Christmas.  
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With great appreciation to Jonathan, the prison fellowship continues to meet 

for prayer at 7.00pm on the first Wednesday of each month at St Mark’s, the 

next meeting being the 2
nd

 August and all are welcome. 

 

Michael Winwood 

 

Testimony 

This morning (6
th

 July) Michael and I were in HMP Risley for a week 6 on the 

Sycamore tree course.  We were given a restored bike as Allan’s act of 

restitution, a way for him to start to say sorry and make amends for what he 

has done.  Allan had worked on this all week, it was a stolen bike given by the 

police to the prison for the men to work on.  This is the first bike that has been 

restored in the workshop in a new venture.  This was given to us to use, in 

order to raise funds for Angel tree. 

 

This story needs to be told to show that in spite of the negative publicity given 

to our prison service by the media, a tremendous amount of positive work is 

being undertaken in prisons.  We have been given the permission of Allan the 

donor, the Governor of HMP Risley and the managing chaplain to tell the 

story. 

 

Joan Winwood 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Gareth Jones was currently in dialogue with Alan Pierce Jones regarding a 

follow up to the Prison Conference held last spring.  There is concern that 

when men leave prison there needs to be effective care and follow up.  

Statistics show that if they get through the first few days out of prison okay, 

they have a chance of turning their life around.  It is therefore important that 

these first few days are supported.  The Sikh Chaplain is in need of a 

supervisor to support a café running in the prison. Gareth asked if anyone 

would be interested in volunteering for this.  Art thanked Robert Parry and 

Gwenan Brett for help with translation of a letter regarding the prison 

fellowship work, which was circulated. 

 

2.5. Feeding the Roofless 

Feeding the Roofless was facing some challenging issues regarding the use of 

the car park for food distribution.  Brian Matthews was working on a simple 

constitution so that feeding the roofless could become more stand alone.  The 

venue had been moved to Trinity Presbyterian Church and this was repoted to 

be working well.  It is imperative that each participating church checks their 

volunteers are covered by their churches’ insurance. The Thursday night food 

distribution has stopped;  Christian Williams expressed concern about this.  

Overall the story is  positive as the outlook for this project looked somewhat 

bleak a few months back. 

 

2.6. Interfaith Dialogue project 

Richard Sharples reported that this group had met on six occasions now under 

a process called scriptural reasoning, where the group gathers around 
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scriptures from the different Holy Books on the same theme and spends time 

sharing the various faith perspectives; Lynne Mort is co-ordinating this.  

Meetings will probably happen in more of a regular pattern every month in 

future.  Richard felt that it was important that we worked at relationships with 

people of other faiths. 

 

There is a multi-faith chaplaincy conference planned for the autumn in 

Wrexham.  Dates and details to be confirmed. 

 

3  Youth, Children and Families  
 

3.1. Brief reports concerning Ecumenical Youth Group, Tin Can  

Youth Drop in Centre; Football (Josh); XML Mentoring; Taize. 

 

Trish Earlam reported on the Ecumenical youth group. The methodists were  

attending but no one else from any other churches.  The group were holding 

film nights once a month, every second Saturday for young people aged 12+.  

Trish was encouraged to use social media to promote this. 

 

Tin Can – Two assemblies had taken place in Rhosnesni High School which 

had brought a number of young people into the Tin Can project (28 on one 

occasion). Years 7 to 10.    The project was looking to open in lunch times and 

possibly to run over the summer.  

 

Football.  Josh  was now chaplain for Wrexham football club and was 

attending their training sessions.   

 

XLM Mentoring.  This is a mentoring programme for people of school age at 

risk of expulsion from school.  Lightweight but long term.  If anyone would 

like to be involved in this please contact Mike Lacey from the Community 

Church. 

 

Taize – there were currently a party of young people from Wrexham at Taize, 

led by Mary Stallard, Chaplain at St Joseph’s School.   

 

4 Worship and Prayer  

4.1. United Services: 2017 Sunday 26th Nov,  

Rev’d Elfed ap Nefydd Roberts at Trinity Presbyterian 

4.2. Pulpit swop: Sunday 15th October 

This will be organised through the church leaders fellowship on behalf 

of CTW.  It is hoped to incorporate as many churches as possible. 

4.3. Proposed dates for United Services in 2018: Jan 21st, May 13th,  

Nov 25
th
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5 Salt and Light Ministries:  

5.1. Brief reports concerning Foodbank; Street and School Pastors; 

Cinnamon Network 

 

Foodbank – day to day evidence suggests there is an increase in demand for 

foodbank services. 12 people came for food this week at St Marks. Sally 

Ellinson will provide some statistics for the next meeting of CTW.  A 

fundraiser for Foodbank was to take place the next day (cheese and wine) in 

the hall at St Margaret’s. 

 

School pastors – Gareth reported that the main contact in the school will 

shortly be moving on and prayers would be valued for a strong link going 

forward.  Street pastors are still actively recruiting; until the end of September 

it is possible to train for free.  Anyone interested is welcome to go out with the 

Street Pastors. 

 

Wrexham has arranged for a welsh language street pastors booklet which is 

now with the printers.  Welsh speaking volunteers for street pastors would be 

welcomed.  

 

Cinnamon Network Elaine had met with Alastair Semple of the Cinnamon 

Network, who was keen to encourage Wrexham CTW to consider mentoring 

other towns – this will be put on the agenda of the next CTW meeting. 

 

6 Sharing of News:  

6.1. Church/Congregation News  

6.2. Other? 

 

Christian Aid: Christine Williams reported that Tesco had offered a day – July 

22
nd

.  Volunteers were needed to cover a couple of hours on 22
nd

 July manning 

the Christian Aid stand/collection in Tesco. 

 

Mark Vening reflected that this was  our last meeting with Richard Sharples 

present.  The Last Sunday in July will be an afternoon tea and farewell service 

6pm at the Methodist church, Regent Street.  Everybody would want to say 

thank you very much for all Richard’s work and his role in the transition from 

CYTUN/Mission Wrexham to CTW.  Richard has also made an enormous 

contribution to the Walk of witness on Good Friday. Thanks were offered for 

this and many other things. 

 

The YWAM house is now fully paid off. Everybody is welcome to visit.  Pot 

Lucks to take place in the autumn.  

 

Art was encouraged by the  11.00 am service at St Mark’s which had been 

going for 6 months now.  A trickle of new faces were appearing at the service.  

 

Dave and Ruth Rowland asked for prayers for the sale of their house in 

Abergele so that they could move to Wrexham. 
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Movement Day 6
th

 – 7
th

 Oct This national event takes place in London and 

‘draws together leaders from churches and those working in business, arts, 

health, politics, local government, media, education and more from across 

cities and towns engage in a unique conversation to imagine a better future for 

our places.’ (http://movementday.uk/). 

 

It would considered that it would be good if CTW could be represented. There 

is money in the kitty to help with some expenses if anyone would like to go.  

 

Trish Earlam. Trish reported that year 6’s have been and having their 

induction days in secondary school.  Trish has been park of the Open the Book 

scheme and handing out ‘it’s your move’ book. 

 

Prayer booklet – The town prayer diary was produced by Art a couple of 

years ago.  Maybe at some point this needs refreshing.  It is hoped that one/two 

people or a small group will be able to do this work in the autumn. There is a  

Possibility of help with financial costs. 

 

Rhi Lawton will be attending the Light Project in Chester University in the 

autumn.  A  meeting for all those working with youth will take place on Sept 

5
th

, 7pm at 3 Craigmillar Road.  Volunteers are sought to help with a post 

confirmation group and to support those who go to a church aged 

approximately 11-17 who don’t have any group to link up with.  It is hoped to 

start up a youth base at Poyser Street.  

 

7 Business:  

7.1. The minutes of the last quarterly meeting  

(27th April 2017) were accepted. 

 

7.2. Date of next quarterly meetings: 

 Thursday 12th October, Thurs 25th Jan 

 

The CTW meeting on 12
th

 Oct will take place at Rock Chapel.  

 

8. Closing Prayers: The meeting closed with prayers and laying on of hands for 

Richard as he moves to commence his new ministry in Bristol. 

 

 

 

 


