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Christians Together in Wrexham/ Cydweithio Gyda Crist yn Wrecsam  
Tin Can Rhosnesni, 7.30pm Thursday 12

th
 October 2017 

 

Present: Gareth Jones (Christchurch/Street/School Pastors), Art Ellinson (St Mark’s), Robert 

Parkinson (Christchurch), Elaine Mathieson (Christchurch), Elizabeth Waddington 

(Community Church/IPAC), Dennis, Lynne Mort (Wrexham Methodist Church), Trish 

Earlam (Wrexham Methodist Church), Rhi Lawton (St Mark’s Church), Phil Poole (Wrexham 

Methodist Church), Joan Winwood (Wrexham Prison Fellowship), Michael Winwood 

(Wrexham Prison Fellowship), John Hodgkinson (Community Church/ICFW), Geraint 

Owens (Trinity Presbyterian Church/Wrexham Feeding the Roofless), Adam Meredith 

(Crewe by Farndon Methodists), Ruth Meredith (Crewe by Farndon Methodists), Sarah 

Errington (St John Rhosnesni and St James Rhosddu), Josh Smith (Church Army), Sam 

Erlandson (Holy Trinity Rhostyllen and All Saints, Poyser Street), Mark Vening (YWAM), 

Jonathan Smith (St Margaret’s and St Mark’s (Chair)), Elaine Smith (St Margaret’s and St 

Mark’s). 

 

Apologies: Dave Rowlands (Rock Chapel), Sally Griffiths (Christchurch), Robert Parry 

(Capel y Groes), Elizabeth Gauge (St Giles), Brian Matthews 

 

1 Welcome:  

 

 Prayers and a short reflection were led by Gareth Jones, who talked about 

Philippians Chapter 2 and the missional thrust of the Christian community. 

 

 Introductions: Josh Smith (Church Army) was welcomed and he provided 

an update regarding the Tin Can project.  The Tin Can had been leased to 

the Church Army by the Methodist Church.  Around 40-50 young people 

were currently visiting the Tin Can for after school drop-in sessions.  The 

building was also being used the next day for an Anglican youth get 

together. 

 

A welcome was also extended to Adam and Ruth Meredith, Phil Poole, 

minister of Wrexham Methodist church and Elaine Mathieson 

(Christchurch). 

 

 

2 Updates & Reviews  

 Movement Day (Review). Movement Day UK This was a 2-day event in 

London, which took place on the 6
th

 and 7
th

 October.  Lynne Mort and 

Elaine Smith attended sponsored by CTW. Both reported back that the 

event was very inspirational.  Elaine focused on transformational church, 

and Lynne attended a workshop regarding children and families.  Books, 

notes and the programme for the event were available for people to have or 

borrow.  USB sticks containing all the talks, workshops etc were on order.  

The event had a very full programme, including a time of prayer and 

witness in parliament square.  CTW were thanked for their support in 

enabling Elaine and Lynne’s attendance. 

 

 Town prayer diaries – The town prayer diary, which helps us to pray 

around all the different aspects of our town and our churches needed 
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updating.  Art asked whether each church might suggest five new items to 

replace five old items, to update the booklet. Some factual bits of 

information had changed.  Items for the prayer diary were requested to be 

returned to Art by the end of the month.  Art will then update the prayer 

diary in time for the United Service taking place in Trinity at the end of 

November.  

 

 Spirituality Fairs (Mark) – A number of spirituality fairs are run in 

Wrexham in venues such as the Ramada Hotel.  Over the years Christians 

have taken booths to these events (e.g. for prophecy, healing).  Mark and 

Sue Vening are now running spirituality fairs as opposed to spiritual fairs, 

with a range of Christian booths, in an environment which is welcoming 

and open to families. The response to these spirituality fairs is 

encouraging, with some people becoming Christians on the day.  The 

events answer people’s questions about spirituality and are a good form of 

evangelism.  The plan is to run events 2 or 3 times a year.  The next one to 

take place on the last Saturday in November, probably in St Peter’s Hall, 

Hightown/Caia Park. A wide range of people attend these events.  If 

anyone would like to visit one of these spirituality fairs or would like to 

become involved, please speak to Mark or Sue Vening. 

 

 Feeding the Roofless - All services are now provided from the rear porch 

of Trinity Presbyterian church hall, on Saturdays and Sundays only 

(previous Thursday evenings were also included).  The aim is to transfer 

all the equipment and other things required to Trinity.  The funds are being 

transferred from the Salvation Army and Feeding the Roofless will become 

totally independent.  A number of churches are providing money on a 

standing order basis; these churches were asked to let Brian Matthews 

know who they were so that givers could be cross checked, and to provide 

churches with the opportunity of giving more.  Jonathan thanked Geraint 

and all those involved for all their work. 

 

Emergency Night Shelter – Geraint Owens reported that a number of 

people had attended a seminar organised by Sarah Wheat, where speakers 

from Housing Justice Wales reported about support they had been able to 

give to churches and communities across Wales to run night shelters. The 

idea is that the churches work together to provide facilities (buildings, 

volunteers and financial support) in order to offer night shelters to those 

who are homeless.  Housing Justice Wales are eager to do the initial 

research to find out what the demand is in Wrexham and will liaise with 

the various agencies to ensure that everybody is involved in the potential 

setting up of such a project.  Geraint commended this project to CTW for 

consideration.  Church leaders will discuss this and take the idea forward. 

 

 Glyndwr University Freshers Fair/Chaplaincies – The International 

Christian Fellowship had a stand at the Freshers Fair at Glyndwr in 

September.  The Glyndwr chaplaincy, CAP and IPAC were also 

represented. It is hoped that next year churches in Wrexham can be further 

represented.  
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Coleg Cambria are looking for a little more support with chaplaincy 

services.  If interested, please contact Ruth Holden. 

 

3 Mission and Outreach 

 Mission to Wales: New Wine Cymru 6th – 15th July - Gareth thanked 

everybody who got involved and reported that the response was 

overwhelming with nearly 350 people praying a prayer of 

response/commitment.  The mission gave people confidence in evangelism 

on the streets and some follow up evangelism took place in September 

when 15 people gave their lives to Jesus.  Further follow up will take place 

in December.  Healing Cafés have also been taking place. An invitation is 

made to bring people who need prayer. Some healings have taken place.   

The next Healing Café was to take place on Oct 24
th

 at the Diner on Caia 

Park, 7.30pm – 8.30pm.    

 Prisons –  Michael Winwood provided an update. There are currently 840 

men in HMP Berwyn and more than 30 worshippers.  Additionally, the 

Catholics worship on the Saturday.  Remembrance Services were to take 

place on Saturday 11
th

 and Sunday 12
th

 November.  Volunteers are required 

to assist with a shop run by the men.  The Angel tree project is also running 

-  prison fellowship volunteers buy and wrap gifts.  If anybody would like 

to get involved, please could they get in touch with Michael and Joan 

Winwood.  

 

All are welcome to prayer meetings on Wednesdays at 7pm and to join the 

men for Sunday worship.  There are a growing number of worshippers who 

come regularly. CTW were asked to keep the men and staff in their 

prayers.   

 

 The International Christian fellowship were having an international 

evening on the 28
th

 October.  John Hodgkinson reported that this was to be 

a ‘bring and share’ supper, aimed at those from overseas.   

 

4  Youth, Children and Families  

 Ecumenical youth group (Trish/Rhi) – Film nights are held regularly on 

Saturday evenings.  Only Methodists are currently attending these film 

nights, please encourage others to come along; food, fun and company.  

There is a Faith Shout in Gresford on the 3
rd

 Sunday of each month.  

Again, please encourage any young people who like music. 

 Tin Can Youth Drop-in Centre (Josh/Rhi) - Rhi is currently studying 

with the Light Project in Chester and is in the first year of her course. A 

Mission Area youth forum was to be launched on the 13
th

 October in the 

Tin Can from 7 – 9pm – fun and food. This is for those in years 7-11 (ages 

11-16) belonging to Anglican churches around Wrexham; bringing all three 

confirmation classes together from the past three years plus other youth 

who are interested.  The aim is not to take them away from their own 

churches but for them to come together.  Youth from other non-Anglican 

churches are welcome.  If successful, this will run around once a month 

and will tie in with the youth work run by Trish. 

 

Josh reported that many young people are now attending the after-school 
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drop-ins at the Tin Can, although numbers at the beginning were very 

small. The team are now struggling for volunteers.  Josh asked whether 

there was anyone who might be able to help, maybe once a month or more. 

The Christian input so far has been largely information conversations.  The 

team are looking to move towards a youth group in the evening and then 

maybe to do Youth Alpha. The Tin Can project is touching young people 

who would not usually relate to our churches.  

 

Adam Meredith reported that Farndon Methodist church have a youth 

group in term time on Friday evenings. They have had a lot of children 

through, but they haven’t stayed. Some are now coming back. Adam 

thanked CTW for publicity in the bi-weekly newsletter.  He can give guitar 

lessons to kids for free if wished.   

 

Lynne Mort mentioned Millennium volunteers scheme, which she said was 

a good way of keeping youth people involved. 

 

Rhi asked for prayers for all the youth projects. 

 

Sarah Errington reported that Banana Club runs at St Johns every Thursday 

after school during term time. For the last couple of years there had been a 

shortage of volunteers to lead the group.  The Banana Club hasn’t met 

since the summer, but it was hoped to get it going after half term.  Sarah 

would like to hear from anyone who would like to be involved in helping 

with the group 

 

5 Worship and Prayer  

 United Services: 2017: Sunday 26th Nov, 6.00pm. Rev’d Elfed ap Nefydd 

Roberts at Trinity Presbyterian.   

 Pulpit swop Sunday 15th October. Next one 21
st
 January. 

 Proposed dates for United Services in 2018: Jan 21
st
 (All Saints Poyser 

Street, 6pm) Note, a new venue for this will be circulated shortly.  

 May 13
th

 (Christian Aid Week), Nov 25
th

 

 

6 Salt and Light Ministries:  

 Foodbank – Geraint had received an email today to say that a collection in 

Tesco’s would take place on Thursday Nov 30
th

, Fri 1
st
 and Sat 2

nd 

December. Contact Campbell if interested in helping. 

 Street and School Pastors. Gareth reported that he was training a new 

group of Street Pastors. School pastors were now down to five in number 

and there was a need to train more.  This is a short training course (seven 

sessions) then a commitment of one day a fortnight. It would also be 

possible to do some maths or reading support as well.  Potential volunteers 

should be aware that we are unable to proselytise on an Education site.  

 Shoe boxes – Both Operation Christmas Child and Teams for You accept 

shoe boxes for transport overseas.  OCC are not operating a warehouse in 

Wrexham this year but have drop off points and are making collections 

from those with more than 100 boxes as usual.  

 IPAC – Elizabeth Waddington circulated a newsletter re IPAC. 
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7 Sharing of News:  

 Church/Congregation News.  Richard Parkes is the new minister for 

the Methodist Church.  An invitation to preach in January at the United 

Service will be extended to Richard. 

 Christmas Advert. This has been made available electronically for the 

last couple of years.  Sally Griffiths was keen to get all information for 

the Christmas Advert as soon as possible.  People were asked to let 

Sally know what information they would like to be included in the 

Christmas Advert on the CTW website. Information will link through 

to the Wrexham Borough Council website. 

 A South African church plant had been set up in Llanfynedd.  

 Christchurch is hosting a ‘Biblical Finance Seminar’. This event will 

be free and is about encouraging and training people on how to become 

debt free.  The event will be held on 17
th

 and 18
th

 November.  

 Prophecy Conference.  A prophecy conference will take place in 

January, hosted by The Community Church.  There is an opportunity 

for individuals/groups to have a specific slot for prophecy.  This event 

will take place on 12
th

 – 15
th

 Jan and is free to attend. 

 

8 Business:  

 Minutes of Last Meeting (6
th

 July 2017) - Accepted 

 Officers –  CTW still need a co-chair. This does not need to be an 

ordained person, could be someone of either sex and could also be a 

welsh speaker.  Brian Matthews had resigned as secretary, the meeting 

agreed that Sally Griffiths would take the role of Secretary, however 

Elaine and Sally will share the secretarial and communication work.  

Thanks were offered to Brian who has served in this role for over 10 

years.  Signatories on the CTW account will be Gareth Jones, Sally 

Griffiths and Phil Arton. These changes were proposed by Art Ellinson, 

and seconded by Sarah Errington.  All agreed. 

 Finances.  Once the signatories on the CTW account have been 

changed, Phil will look to go on line with the banking. 

 

 

            9 Future Open Meetings:  

 

 The next CTW open meeting will take place on Thursday 25
th

 Jan, 

7.30pm at Acton Community Centre 

 

 10 Closing Prayers 

 The meeting closed with prayer 

 

 


