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Christians Together in Wrexham/ Cydweithio Gyda Crist yn Wrecsam  
Agenda 

Venue: Acton Community Centre 

7.30pm Thursday 25
th

 January 2018 

 

Present: Sarah Errington (St John’s and St James’), Mark Rodgers, (Salisbury Park URC), 

John Hodkinson (International Christian Fellowship and Community Church), Bill Hogg 

(Christchurch), Jennie Hogg (Christchurch), Sally Griffiths (Christchurch), Sue Allen 

(Christchurch), Robert Parkinson (Christchurch), Andrew Williams (Christchurch), Gareth 

Jones (Christchurch, Church Leaders Fellowship, Street and School Pastors), Brynmor 

Williams (Trinity Presbyterian Church and Christian Aid), Phil Arton (Community Church), 

Frank Collins (IPAC/Christchurch), Joan Winwood (Prison Fellowship), Michael Winwood 

(Prison Fellowship), Lynne Mort (Wrexham Methodist Church), Elaine Mathieson 

(Christchurch), R D (Bob) Jones (Capel y Groes), Mererid Jones (Capel Y Groes), Menna 

Davies (Capel Y Groes), Rhian Jones (Capel Y Groes), Gwenan Brett (Capel Y Groes), Art 

Ellinson (St Mark’s), Trish Earlam (Wrexham Methodist Circuit), Chris Lawton (Church 

Army, Caia Park), Elaine Smith (St Margaret’s and St Mark’s), Jonathan Smith (St Margaret’s 

and St Mark’s (Chair)). 

 

Apologies: Sandy Davis (Salvation Army), Geraint Owen, Phil Poole (Wrexham Methodist 

Circuit), Rhi Lawton (St Mark’s), Josh Smith (Church Army), Helen Davies (St Margaret’s). 

 

1 Welcome:  

 

 Prayers and a short reflection were led by members of Christchurch, who 

spoke about the challenge of being aware of God’s calling on our lives and 

our need to be prepared to obey his calling. We are living stones - Where is 

God asking us to build this year?  With whom are we going to build and 

why are we going to build? 

 

2. Emergency Night Shelters 

The idea of a community night shelter had been put to us by Housing Justice 

Wales/Cymru (HJW), a charity which encourages churches and other groups to 

set up temporary or pop up night shelters for those sleeping on the streets.  

Such rolling night shelters have been effectively set up through HJW in cities 

including Swansea and Cardiff.  HJW are now considering Wrexham, which is 

known to have high numbers of rough sleepers and a strong track record of 

provision for the homeless (Feeding the Roofless etc).   

 

A rolling night shelter operates in winter only, with churches taking it in turn 

to provide a temporary night shelter.  Three small teams would cover the 

provision,  

 

 1
st
 team to help set up the shelter and provide a simple cooked meal.   

 2
nd

 team to stay on the on premises overnight 

 3
rd

 team to cook breakfast and clear away.   

 

Those who access such a night shelter will have been vetted by the local 

authority and others as being suitable for that kind of accommodation. The 

provision helps to relieve some of the pressures on existing facilities (e.g. St 
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Johns and Tir y Nos).  HJW have appointed a worker called  Stephen Conville 

who has worked for most of his life with homeless people, primarily with local 

authorities; to cover the North Wales area.   

 

Around 15 people attended an exploratory meeting on Friday 19
th

 January..  A 

number are happy to be involved in volunteering, the next step is to find 

possible suitable premises.  A pilot project could then be set up, trialling a 

night shelter for 3- 4 nights towards the end of this winter.    

 

Gareth Jones reported his understanding that Welsh Government funding was 

available for the pilot. This funding can make provision for camp beds, games 

for the early part of evening, or the loan or hire of a minibus.  Around 10 -12 

people would be accommodated in any given shelter.  There should be the 

facility for both men and women,  ideally premises should have two rooms but 

screening could be used.   

 

Following discussions, everyone was asked to reflect on what their church 

might be able to offer in terms of premises or volunteers. A half days/one 

evening training will be given to all volunteers. Premises to be used as night 

shelters would need facilities to cook a simple meal, alternatively food could 

be brought in. Training to obtain a food hygiene certificate for those cooking 

and preparing food can be done online. 

 

For further information, or to offer support, please email Stephen Conville 

s.convill@housingjustice.org.uk 

 

3. Updates & Reviews  

 Town prayer diaries – these have now been circulated and are also 

available electronically on the Christians Together in Wrexham website 

and via the Information Bulletin. 

 United Service Sunday 21
st
 Jan – This had taken place the previous 

weekend.  Thanks were extended  to Sarah Errington and the people of St 

James for hosting, and also to Christchurch for providing musicians. 

Jonathan Smith commented that the  service was notably representative of 

the churches of the town. 

 Glyndwr University Chaplaincies – The Chaplaincy has moved to new 

premises in the University, just next door to the main canteen on a busy 

corridor.  The profile of the Chaplaincy has therefore risen considerably 

and they are increasingly being involved in more activities across the 

university.  Over the next couple  of months an Arts trail will be set up 

around the campuses to encourage people to stop and reflect as they go 

about university life.  

 Coleg Cambria Chaplaincy – some changes are coming up for this 

Chaplaincy, please keep them in your prayers.  

 United Service 26
th

 November 2017 – This took place at Trinity with 

Rev’d Elfed ap Nefydd preaching.  Thanks were extended to Trinity church 

for hosting us on that occasion, and for the strong and good exposition 

from Elfed. 
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4 Mission and Outreach 

 New Wine Cymru, street evangelism and healing café’s – Gareth Jones 

reported that during March (the weekend of palm Sunday), June, Sept and 

Dec 2018, local areas will be encouraged to engage in evangelism on the 

streets.  During June a concerted 4 days of evangelism will take place 

across Wales. Every area of Wales will be encouraged to take part in this. 

During the other months it would be up to local areas to decide what they 

will be doing in terms of evangelism. In Wrexham it is hoped that healing 

cafes can take place in the spring and late summer. Gareth will keep us 

updated with information.  

 Prison ministry – Please see attached report from Michael and Joan 

Winwood. Thanks were extended to Art for his regular reports on the 

monthly prayer meetings.  The 2
nd

 Sycamore tree course is due to start in 

the near future  – prayers would be appreciated.   Thanks were extended to  

Jonathan and Art for making St Marks available for monthly prayer 

meetings.  If anyone would like to attend worship on a Sunday at the 

prison please contact Michael Winwood.  

 International Christian Fellowship – John Hodgkinson reported that the 

fellowship continued to meet in the Methodist church, with around 10-20 

people regularly attending.  The group aimed to undertake a basic Bible 

study at each meeting and were  just starting a series on life’s deep 

questions, trying to make the study as graphic and interesting as possible 

for those whose English may be limited. 

 Spirituality Fairs – A Spirituality Fair had taken place in November and 

another three were planned, all to be held in St Peters Hall.  These 

Spirituality Fairs reach out to  people who consider themselves to be 

spiritual but not Christian.   

 Wrexham Gospel – Sarah Errington asked whether anyone knew where 

the Wrexham Gospel was (this emanated from a project held around five  

years ago involving writing out one of the gospels). Gareth will email 

Richard Sharples and ask him. 

 IPAC – Frank Collins reported that things were quiet at the moment.  

Consideration was being given to how IPAC could  link up better with 

other agencies in Wrexham. 

 Mental health exhibition.  Lynne Mort talked about the exhibition ‘In our 

minds there are many rooms…’, to be held at Wrexham Methodist Church, 

Regent Street from February 5
th

 to April 8
th

, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 

and Saturday 10.00am – 3.00pm.  This is based on project undertaken last 

year; information about mental health will be available in addition to the 

exhibition.  Anyone is welcome to come and look around.  

 

5  Youth, Children and Families  

 Ecumenical youth group - Trish Erlam reported that she felt much  in 

need of encouragement,  no-one having attended the film evenings for the 

last two months. The next film night scheduled is Star Wars, on Saturday 

10
th

 February. A film group also takes place at Gresford church for younger 

participants.  

 Mission Area Youth Forum - Rhi Lawton reported that around 10 or so 

youngters were involved in this.  The group would be going to see the 

Rend Collective in Liverpool on February 4
th

, the next event after that 
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would be a pancake party.  

 Tin Can Youth Drop in Centre - This takes place on Tuesday and 

Thursday afternoons after school and numbers have grown.  Trish and 

others are helping.  From the next Wednesday onwards, an additional 

session in the evening would include a ‘God slot’.  If anyone would like to 

volunteer to help with the group or to contribute to the God slot, please 

contact Chris Lawton or Josh Smith. 

 Farndon Methodist Youth Group - Details of events are provided 

regularly in the Information Bulletin. 

 Banana Club -  This after school club has just restarted, with seven 

children attending.  New leaders are still needed, please pray for this group 

as it restarts. 

 Open The Book – This project has been established in the three Welsh 

primary schools in Wrexham.  Lisa Rathbone from the Methodist Circuit 

has a group in Llangollen and Rebecca Sparey-Taylor is working with a 

group in Wats Dyke School. 

 

6 Worship and Prayer  

 United Services: 2018: May 13
th

 (Christian Aid Week) 6pm in Capel Y 

Groes.  Anna Jane Evans, Regional Coordinator for Christian Aid in North 

Wales will be speaking. A further United Service will be held on Nov 25
th

  

 Pulpit Swops: A small pulpit swop took place in January, a further swop 

will take place on Oct 21
st
, Church leaders are encouraged to get involved 

in this. 

 Lent: 

 Bethel, St Margaret’s and St Mark’s churches will be holding a joint 

Lent Group in Bethel Church, Kenyon Avenue entitled ‘Nothing More 

Nothing Less’, based around the film ‘I Daniel Blake’. This is a hard 

hitting film with fits well with the agenda of homelessness.  The group 

will take place on Wednesday evenings from 7.30pm – 9.00pm, 

commencing on Wed 21
st
 February and finishing on Wed 21

st
 March. 

 

 Christchurch will be encouraging participation in a ‘Daniel Fast’ – 21 

days of fasting and prayer.  A booklet of devotions is available from 

Gareth. 

 

 St John’s and St James’ will be following a Lent course called ‘Living 

in Faith’ – invitations to connect with God.  This will take place on 

Monday evenings from 19
th

 February to 26
th

 March, 7.30pm – 9.00pm 

at St James’ Church Hall, Rhosddu Road. Contact Rev’d Sarah 

Errington 01978 266018, vicarstjohnswxm@gmail.com 

 

 During Lent the Methodist Church will be rehearsing a musical about 

Palm Sunday to Easter Day. 

 

Good Friday and Easter – Christians Together usually undertake a Walk 

of Witness in Good Friday followed by a Service.  It would be good to 

have drama and the Salvation Army band if possible.  Gareth will contact 

Richard Sharples for drama scripts previously used, and asked if anyone 

would be able to take responsibility for this.   

mailto:vicarstjohnswxm@gmail.com
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 Women’s World Day of Prayer – two preparatory meetings are planned 

on Feb 2
nd

 and 23
rd

, 10.00am at the Salvation Army Citadel. Two services 

will take place on 2
nd

 March – A Welsh service at Capel Y Groes and an 

English service in the Salvation Army Citadel, Garden Road, Wrexham at 

11.am. 

 

7 Salt and Light Ministries:  

 Foodbank – Please see attached report from Sally Ellinson 

 Street and School Pastors – There is currently a small team of School 

Pastors (5), who are going into school around twice a week.  The Street 

Pastors reported that they were currently quiet after Christmas.  A few 

additional Street Pastors had joined the team in the last few months of 

2017 and YWAM DTS members would participate in the team during the 

spring. Gareth Jones had advised the trustees of Street and School Pastors 

that he wishes to step aside in 2019 from his role as co-ordinator.   The 

officers of Wrexham Street Pastors asked for the following short statement 

to be voiced: 

We see, and understand, this succession and handing over period as a 

significant opportunity where we are moving from a pioneering stage to 

a maturing stage.  Wrexham Street Pastors is an ecumenical ministry 

representing the church in Wrexham. As such it is supported across the 

churches, and would not exist without local church volunteers.  We are 

the custodians of a vision brought to us by Gareth and in due course 

will share the development vision with the churches, seeking their 

support and endorsement through CTIW in this process. 

 

We believe this is an opportune time to develop the project and 

therefore we will be looking for investment in the charity, financially 

and prayerfully.  We have a vision about how the charity canevolve 

which we will first communicate with the street pastor team and after 

considering their feedback we will share plans and process with local 

churches via church leaders in February, before putting into process 

the identification and recruitment of a new co-ordinator. 

 Jonathan thanked Gareth and Art for all their hard work. 

 Feeding the Roofless – this now exists as a stand alone charity.  The 

distribution centre has moved from the car park to the middle of town (rear 

of the Presbyterian Church).  Brian Matthews has been the champion for 

this.  More volunteers are currently needed.  Nora Lucas is keen to set up a 

choir for the homeless clientele.  Please email Nora 

lucasna@parliament.uk if you are interested in exploring this idea. 

Methodist Church were hosting a coffee morning the coming Saturday to 

raise funds for Feeding the Roofless and AVOW are raising funds to feed 

the roofless for two days a week. 

 Passive House – Rob Parkinson explained the idea of a ‘passive’ house.  

This is a house which is so energy efficient that there is no need to use 

energy to heat it, leading to small financial outgoings.  Income may also be 

generated from the solar power scheme.  This type of house is about £200 

per metre
2
 cheaper than conventional housing to build.  Such a house, or 

houses, built in Wrexham could offer a means of housing and perhaps 
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rehabilitation to some of Wrexham’s homeless population. 

 

Rob’s concept is that the church might offer support to this idea as well as 

providing volunteers to manage and support the residents in their forward 

journey.  Alternatively, organisations such as the Green Pastures initiative, 

which buy and renovate buildings and then run them as managed housing 

might be interested. 

 

Cardiff University would be prepared to design a house for us here in 

Wrexham if CTW were interested,  there would also be a need to minister 

to people’s other needs as well. 

 

It was suggested that someone from Green Pastures might come and speak 

to CTW about this at the next meeting. 

 

 

8 Sharing of News:  

 Church/Congregation News – A Christian Aid coffee morning was to 

take place at Capel Y Groes on Saturday 15
th

 February, 10am – 

12noon. All welcome. 

 YWAM – The DTS was due to start imminently with five trainees. 

 

9 Business:  

 Minutes of Last Meeting (12
th

 Oct 2017) - Accepted 

 Officers – Rev’d Robert Jones, Capel Y Groes to be approached for 

role of Welsh spokesman and possibly co-chair. 

 Finances – CTW has a current balance of around £920 

 Information Bulletin – The CTW Information Bulletin is produced 

fortnightly and circulated via email, facebook and the CTW webpage. 

If you would like to receive this via email and don’t already, please 

email info@ctwrexham.org.uk 

 

 

            10 Future Open Meetings:  

 

 Thursday 26
th

 April – Lynne Mort will check of the availability of the 

Methodist Church, Regent Street for this meeting. 

 

It was suggested that this meeting take the format of 3 half hours: 

 

1. Video clips of keynote messages from Movement Day and 

sharing of thoughts 

2. Discussion re the Passive House idea 

3. Updates 

 

 Thursday 25
th

 June – venue to be agreed. 

 

 11 Closing Prayers 

   Gareth Jones closed in prayer. 


