
Christians Together in Wrexham/ Cydweithio Gyda Crist yn Wrecsam 

Regent Street Methodist Church, Wrexham LL11 1RY 7.30pm Thursday 26th April 2018 
 

Present: Jonathan Smith – Chair (St Margaret’s/St Mark’s), Sally Griffiths – Minutes (ChristChurch), 
Trish Earlam (Methodist), Adam Meredith (Crewe by Farndon), Robert Parry (Capel y Groes), Menna 
Davies (Capel y Groes), Lynne Mort (Wrexham Methodist), Phil Poole (Wrexham Methodist), Elaine 
Smith (St Margaret’s/St Mark’s), Pauline Bergerson (St  Mark’s), Brian Mathews (Salisbury Park/Trinity) 
Sarah Errington (St John’s/St James), Jo Dunbar (YWAM, The Community Church)  Mark Vening 
(YWAM The Community Church), Gareth Jones (Christchurch/Street Pastors),  Robert Edwards 
(Rosset Presbyterian Church)  
Apologies: Sue Allen (Christchurch), John Hodgkinson (Community Church),Sandra Davies (Salvation 
Army) Art Ellison (St Marks), Kay Polley (TCC), Frank Collins (IPAC), Elizabeth Waddington (IPAC).  

 

1    Welcome:  
 Reflection and prayer – led by Phil Poole of Wrexham Methodist Church based on Mark 

4:35-41. It can seem we are at sea but we are in the same boat. It isn’t easy being in church, 
some of us are out of our depth, some are just staying afloat or drifting, some of us can feel 
the storm raging around us and the boat is sinking. There is Good News – Jesus is in the 
boat with us, we are safe in his hands and he will lead us to a safe harbour. If we are in 
uncharted waters it is because Jesus has led us there and he needs us to be ready to be led 
deeper in discipleship, mission, in the Holy Spirit and in working together.  

 Introductions – there were representatives from a good number of churches.  
 

2.    Emergency Night Shelters – update and further reflections on the Passive House  
The emergency night shelters trial project took place during March and has finished for the 
summer. Sarah Errington gave an overview of what happened. It ran each Saturday and Sunday 
through March, at St John’s, Trinity and All Saints. There had been concerns beforehand but it all 
went like clockwork. The model has been used in other places and worked well. All the volunteers 
were trained beforehand and the training was well attended. There were volunteers from a wide 
number of churches; it was great to see the churches working together. There were between 4-10 
clients, it wasn’t certain if there were different people each time or they were the same. 
There was an issue that even before it had been decided to take part in the trial incorrect 
information on social media had made it difficult for St Margaret’s and Rhosddu Methodist to take 
part.  
The team who organised the trial are looking to start a pop up shelter in the Autumn/Winter. This 
trial was partly funded by Housing Justice Wales, but not sure who will fund the project. They are 
also looking at running it for seven nights, so we would need more churches and volunteers to be 
involved.  
There was a question if a report could be written, to give those not involved more details of what 
happens. Elaine Mathieson from ChristChurch had written a report for their Church magazine and 
is happy for this to be circulated with the minutes.  
 
Passive House – nothing further has been received for the meeting at the moment. There was a 
brief discussion and agreement that the easiest part would be to build or buy the house, the 
challenge would be to run the pastoral package to go with it. There are various schemes for 
financing a passive house but the local churches would need to provide the pastoral package. This 
will be looked again at the next meeting and Rob Parkinson will be invited back.  
 

3.    MDUK 17: A Gathering Momentum  
 
Movement Day UK 2017 was a two day event, which took place on the 6th - 7th October 2017 at 
Methodist Central Hall in Westminster. A large lounge where leaders from churches and those 
working in business, arts, health, politics, local government, media, education and more from 
across cities and towns engaged in a unique conversation as we imagine a better future for our 
places. 



 
 

During this part of our meeting, we will watch and listen to recordings of sessions which took place 

at Movement Day 2017 and have the opportunity to prayerfully discuss the thoughts and ideas 

expressed. 

 

Christians Together in Wrexham invested money for Elaine and Lynne to attend the event, so 

thought it would be good to have something back. There was a lot of information, so it was difficult 

to decide what to share. Elaine and Lynne introduced two videos, one looking at Christians in the 

work place and one looking at churches and church leaders working together. There was a short 

discussion time after each video. Two clear points came out of the discussion.  

1) We need to think about pray before the emergency shelters take place, possibly have a group 

that gets together and prayers regularly.  

2) The Leaders need to reconsider how to do prayer, looking to go up a gear. Phil Poole 

recommended that the group should invite a speaker from a church in Stoke to come and meet 

the group to help with prayer.  

 

4.    Sharing of News & any further updates on ministries 

 Good Friday service and walk of witness went well. There was a question about whether 

there were enough leaflets as some of the watchers didn’t get one. However, this meant they 

were paying more attention to what was happening and were more engaged. The Salvation 

Army band was very good.  

 An email was received from Kay Polley at Together Creating Communities, they are working 

towards Wrexham becoming a City of Sanctuary. This would mean it would be a place 

recognised as being welcoming to refugees and people seeking sanctuary. As the campaign 

progresses TCC will be asking for support from local churches. If you are interested in 

helping or being involved contact TCC – www.tcc-wales.org.uk  

 Chaplaincies: Mary Stallard has left her position at the St Giles’ RE Centre and Anglican 

Chaplain at St Josephs (to become Archdeacon of Bangor). This means there is a gap in the 

Wrexham Anglican chaplaincy and the RE Centre.. However, this post will be replaced by 

two people instead of one. The post will still be part funded by the Parochial Trust. The 

Chaplaincy coordinator post at Coleg Cambria has also been brought to an end, they are 

instead looking for a full time Chaplain to work across the three sites.  

 The YWAM DTS students leave for Serbia in two to three weeks, there will be four trainees 

and 2 staff going.  

 HMP Berwyn, the prison has had its ups and downs but is in a low place at the moment. 

Some of the activities that had been planned, like the business start-up, have not yet 

happed. This means there is a lot of boredom. The next Prison fellowship meeting in on 

Wednesday at St Mark’s at 7pm  

 

5.  Worship and Prayer 

 United Services: 2018: May 13th (Christian Aid Week) – this will take place at Capel Y Groes 

at 6pm, the speaker will be Anna Jane – it is worth attending as she is always engaging. The 

following United Service will be on Nov 25th, there was discussion where the service would 

be held. A suggestion of using Ty Pawb as an alternative venue (the performance space 

seats up to 100 people and looks like it can be booked on a Sunday 

www.typawb.wales/venue-hire/) 

 Pulpit Swap: October 21st – please let Gareth know as soon as possible if you want to be 

involved. 



 November Guest Preacher – Art had suggested the new Dean of St David’s, Sarah Rowland 

Jones. Phil has suggested a possible speaker from Stoke but he may be better for this 

group. There was also the suggestion of Stephen Convill from Housing Justice – the 

committee will look at the suggestions for speakers and venue and bring the information to 

the next meeting.  

 

6.  Business: 

 Minutes of Last Meeting (25th January 2018) these were agreed 

 Officers – Jonathan still needs to talk to Robert Parry about becoming the Welsh 

Language Officer.  

 Finances – Methodist Insurance Premium hasn’t been paid, Brian will speak to Phil.  

 Information Bulletin – Jo from YWAM is helping with the information bulletin an Social 

Media, she is also helping with the GDPR legislation. 

 

7.  Future Open Meetings: 

 

 Thursday 28th June – this will also be the AGM and will be at St John’s  

 

8.  Closing Prayers  

 

 

 

 

 
Cold Weather Night Shelter Pilot Comes to Wrexham 

Housing Justice, a Christian charity, has set up a number of successful Cold Weather Night Shelters in 

England and Wales using church and community buildings. In March this year they helped set up and 

run a pilot scheme in Wrexham. The pilot was for 5 weekends in March including the Easter weekend. 

Briefly, the Night Shelter aims to provide a warm bed for the night in a safe place, a hot evening meal, 

breakfast in the morning as well as companionship, a listening ear if required and acceptance. The 

keynote is that those coming in to the Night Shelter are welcomed as valued guests. 

The guests are referred by organisations that are working with them to ensure that those who use the 

shelters do not have complex mental health and addiction issues which volunteers are not equipped to 

deal with.  

St John’s church hall was used for all the sessions except one when Trinity church hall was used 

instead. Guests were brought in by a minibus driven by volunteers and in the morning were taken back 

by minibus. There are 3 shifts requiring volunteers: evening ( 5-10pm) night ( 10pm – 6am) and 

morning ( 6am – 9pm). 

I volunteered to do the first evening and it was a great privilege although I was somewhat nervous 

beforehand. What would happen? Would it be alright? Would I be able to cope with whatever came up?  

Because church halls are used, everything has to be set up from scratch. When we evening volunteers 

arrived at 5pm, lots of things had to be ferried from the minibus: camp beds, bedding, food, toiletries 

etc. Stephen Convill (Housing Justice) and Sarah Wheat (CiW) had worked extremely hard to put 

together the huge number of items needed. Also, it had snowed the day before and there was quite a 

bit of snow and ice to be cleared from the paths (Health & Safety!). This seems a good point at which to 

say that Christchurch was extremely well represented as Andrew Williams was   Session Leader and 



Rob Parkinson, Adrian Thomas and I were among the volunteers. That first session there were several 

helpers as Stephen and Sarah were assisting and advising and there were volunteers from other 

churches too. For subsequent sessions, 5 volunteers were put on the evening rota as that is deemed to 

be the optimum number. 

The guests were due at 7pm so we worked quickly to make the beds, set up a screened off area for 

one of the beds which was to be occupied by a lady and lay the table for the evening meal. It did look 

inviting when we had finished The beds had brightly coloured duvets and pillows and on each bed was 

a new pair of socks and a towel and flannel.    The table was covered with a cloth and a nice touch was 

a vase of daffodils in the middle. There was a pool table at one end of the hall and games and books 

were set out on tables round the room. I really do wish I had taken a photograph! 

Once the beds and table were set up, the evening meal of pasta bolognese was prepared, using fresh 

ingredients, by a lady named Karen. She was an absolute star coping with an unfamiliar kitchen and 

often less than adequate equipment. The rest of us acted as kitchen and general assistants. At 

6.45pm, Stephen Convill and one of the volunteers set off in the minibus to pick up our guests from the 

Town centre.  

I think we all waited for the arrival of our guests with a mixture of excitement and a little apprehension. 

At last they arrived. There were five of them: four men and one lady. They all seemed fairly subdued. 

Like us, they were probably somewhat apprehensive and did not know quite what to expect. Hot drinks 

and biscuits were served and there was some paperwork to complete but when that was done, they 

immediately headed for the beds and just lay on them exhausted and savouring the experience of 

being somewhere warm, comfortable and peaceful. 

Presently, the meal was ready. Another pillar of the Night Shelter philosophy is that guests and 

volunteers all eat together round the table. A couple of our guests needed a bit of persuasion to get up 

and eat but we were soon sitting at the table talking and enjoying the excellent bolognese, followed by 

apple pie and custard and washed down with water and squash. 

After the meal, some guests resumed their places on the beds and some chatted to volunteers or 

played pool. Meanwhile other volunteers washed up, put equipment away and cleared the kitchen 

ready for breakfast in the morning. 

At 9.45pm the night shift volunteers arrived and after a hand over, the evening volunteers went home. 

It had all gone well. We felt pleased to have provided shelter, food and companionship to people who 

are so in need of this and to have got to know them a little better. They did seem to appreciate the 

efforts we had made. 

I gather that the night passed peacefully and without incident. At 6 o’clock in the morning the breakfast 

team, including ChristChurch’s Gerry Becker, arrived to make and serve breakfast, make packed 

lunches, take guests back to town in the minibus and completely clear and restore the hall to its usual 

state. 

I have since done a further evening shift and I know that other ChristChurch volunteers have also done 

more shifts. I found it so worthwhile and perhaps I should quote Stephen Convill:  

“We did good work, brought a little light into the lives of some people who sleep rough in Wrexham, 

made new friends and laid the foundations for a bigger and better effort next year.”  



NOTE: The number of referrals is increasing. Stephen Convill’s email of 22nd March stated that there 

are now 4 regulars, 2 semi regulars and 4 new names have been given. The Night Shelter is for a 

maximum of 10. 

The ambition of everyone involved is that that the Night Shelter will be run 7 nights a week this coming 

winter. Obviously to do this, more churches and community centres need to make their premises 

available and more volunteers are needed. The evening shift requires a minimum of 5 people, the night 

shift requires a minimum of 2 people of whom at least one must be male and the morning shift requires 

a minimum of 4 people. That is 11 people per night or 77 per week! 

 


