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Christians Together in Wrexham/ Cydweithio Gyda Crist yn Wrecsam  
St John’s Church, Herbert Jennings Avenue, Wrexham LL12 7YF 

7.30pm Thursday 28th June 2018 

 

Present: Pauline Borgerson (St Mark’s), Sally Griffiths (Christchurch), Chris Lawton 

(Church Army), Joan Winwood (Prison Fellowship), Gareth Jones (Christchurch), Trish 

Earlem (Methodist Church), Jackie Jones (St James’), Michael Winwood (Prison 

Fellowship), Sue Williams (TCC/St James’), Sarah Errington (St James/St John’s), Elaine 

Smith (St Mark’s), Jonathan Smith (St Margaret’s and St Mark’s), Art Ellinson (St Mark’s). 

 

Apologies: Brian Matthews (Trinity Presbyterian), Adam and Ruth Meredith (Crewe by 

Farndon Methodists), John Hodgkinson (Community Church), Rob Parry (Capel y Groes), 

Gwenan Brett (Capel y Groes), Rhian Jones (Capel y Groes), Josh Smith (Church Army), 

Geraint Owens (Trinity Presbyterian). 

 

 

Welcome 

 

 Opening prayers and reflections were led by Sarah Errington. 

 Introductions.  Everybody introduced themselves and were welcomed to the meeting. 

 

Agenda for AGM 

 

1. Review of the year 

 

Jonathan Smith presented a review of the year, this is included below: 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

CTW had held 3 acts of united worship during year. 

 

1. November 26th - Rev’d Elfed Ap Roberts preached in Trinity Presbyterian Church 

2. January 21st - held at St James for Week of prayer for Christian Unity, preacher: 

Rev’d Keith Ellis, retired cleric with All Saints Poyser Street.   

3. May 13th - Capel y Groes with Anna James for Christian Aid week.   

 

All three services were well attended.  A pulpit swop also took place on a snowy day 

in January.  During October 2017 Elaine and Lynne Mort attended the Movement Day 

in London. Over the past year, the CTW agenda had been driven by issues around 

poverty. Feeding the Roofless continued to provide a ministry to the homeless under 

new administrative arrangements. The night shelter co-ordinated by Housing Justice 

Wales was drawing on CTW as a community and pan-church endeavour.   

 

The April 2018 meeting of CTW had reflected on how we pray together as a group, 

prompted by discussions arising from recorded presentations from the Movement Day 

 

A lot of the ministry of CTW in recent years has focussed around Christian presence 

within the town and also on ministries caring for and supporting the more vulnerable.  

There has been a sense over the last year that maybe the Lord is calling CTW to more 

intentional evangelism and outreach.  The Turning Team and Mission, had taken place 

around a year ago and featured further during the winter.  This ministry was due to 
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take place again over the coming weekend and was recognised as a more intentional 

ministry.  The Good Friday procession had also worked well again in 2018. It was 

acknowledged that Richard Sharples had very much helped CTW to function well, 

Richard was greatly missed and there was a feeling that CTW had not really ‘filled his 

boots’ as yet.  

 

During the past year, the prison population has grown from 300 inmates to nearly 

11,000.  The chaplaincy team for the prison was now almost complete.  An ethos of 

restorative justice continued to be the key driver at the prison, where the intention was 

to train the men for the time when they would leave, and to provide them with 

opportunities for development.  Three Sycamore restorative justice courses had taken 

place during the year.  There was a need for more course leaders for the Sycamore 

ministry.  

 

International fellowship continued to take place on Sunday afternoons – this was a 

supportive ministry being undertaken by Christians, who were accompanying people 

arriving in Wales to necessary meetings etc.   

 

It was noted that there had been a proliferation of fellowships geared to the ethnic 

minorities in the town.  Leaders of these fellowships are invited to Church Leaders 

Fellowship and are very welcome in the fellowship of the wider church.  

 

2. Things to learn from and do differently 

 

Over the past year, the format of meetings has been adjusted so that there is a lesser 

requirement for people to report back at meetings on activities taking place within 

their churches and inter-church groups, although CTW are happy to receive updates. 

Written updates received will be circulated with the minutes of the quarterly meetings.  

 

 

3. Minutes of previous AGM 

 

The minutes of the previous AGM were accepted as a true record of the meeting. 

 

4. Accounts 

 

The treasurer was not present at the meeting. The income of CTW continues to be 

supplied by occasional collections and contributions from member churches.  

 

5. Officers 

 

Sarah Errington proposed that Jonathan Smith remain as Chair for 2018-19.  This was 

seconded by Joan Winwood. 

 

It is the usual practice of CTW to have a Co-Chair.  Discussion had taken place with 

Rob Parry, minister of Capel y Groes who had agreed that he was happy to share in 

the role of chair. Rob was also happy to act as Welsh cultural advisor.  Sally Griffiths, 

Elaine Smith and Jo Dunbar continue to share the secretarial and communications 

work, including the bi-weekly bulletin, twitter, facebook and the website.  Phil Arton 

to continue as treasurer. 
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CTW Quarterly Meeting 

 

1. Update on homelessness issues 

 

Feeding the Roofless was reported to be running well, headed up by Brian Matthews.  

 

The Foodbank was reported to be operating very efficiently – there were plans to 

provide fresh as well as tinned/preserved food.  The Night Shelter, headed up by 

Stephen Conville (Housing Justice Wales) had operated as a pilot scheme in early 

2018.  The intention was to operate for 7 nights a week over the 11 weeks following 

Christmas 2018. A final decision regarding this would be made at a meeting planned 

for November 2018, based on an assessment of the identified volunteers and resources 

available. 

 

A discussion took place regarding settled accommodation for those who have been 

living on the streets – Gareth had been in discussion with Lee Robinson from 

Wrexham CBC.  The overall feeling was that possibly support for people moving into 

accommodation was required, rather than a need for the accommodation itself.  Rob 

Parkinson has previously spoken at CTW regarding Passive Housing, CTW have also 

been aware of the Green Pastures initiative currently operating in Holywell.  If 

Wrexham CBC already have sufficient accommodation then CTW could consider 

how pastoral support around this accommodation might be provided.  It was agreed 

that Nick Pengelly (Community Church) would set up a further meeting with Lee 

Robinson. 

 

2. Projects and news 

 

Prison Fellowship - Michael Winwood continued to share information regarding the 

prison and Prison Fellowship on a regular basis.  Prisons week was due to take place 

in October; leaflets and prayer requests will be available in Welsh and English. 

Michael and Joan Winwood are always available to speak to groups.  

 

Tin Chapel – Numbers were increasing at Tin Chapel which was open Tues and Thurs 

afternoons 3pm – 5pm.  Over 80 young people were now on the books, with a 

minimum of 25 attending each session. A Wednesday evening session had been 

developed, including a ‘God Slot’ half way through the session, this was a quieter 

session with numbers averaging about 8-10. Josh Smith (Church Army) planned to 

take a small number on a youth camp over the summer.  Rhiannon Lawton was 

running a post confirmation class on Saturday evenings, also based at the Tin Chapel. 

 

Film Nights – film nights, coordinated by Trish Earlam (Methodist Church) were held 

once a month at the Tin Can. The evenings consisting of a film showing, followed by 

discussion. 4 or 5 young people were attending regularly at present and were engaging 

well.   

 

Jonathan Smith reflected that the Tin Can was evolving as a shared partnership space 

for young people, reaching out to those outside of the usual church reach. 

 

Holiday Bible Clubs - Wrexham Methodist church reported that they would be 
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holding a Holiday Bible Club during the summer holidays based on the book of 

Jonah.  A further Bible Club called ‘Reasons to Smile’ would be held at Rhosddu 

Methodist church. The Wrexham Holiday Bible Club to take place from 25th to 27th 

July 10am – 3pm and the Rhosddu Holiday Bible Club from 29th – 31st August. 

 

TCC – Sue Williams reported that TCC were supporting three major projects this 

year: 

 

 Fracking – Decisions regarding fracking were to be devolved back to Welsh 

Government in October.   TCC had been holding meetings with various AM’s.   

 Refugee welcome campaign – TCC had been liaising with groups in Flintshire 

and Denbighshire, encouraging welcome events.   

 Hunger in schools – TCC had found that children were often hungry in school 

because the free school meals allowance was insufficient to buy toast and 

break-time and lunch as well. Some children were hungry but didn’t qualify 

for free school meals. TCC were seeking funding for free school breakfasts. 

Jonathan Smith explained that this need differed from that met by the Holiday 

Hunger project, which addressed the need during school holidays. 

 

Street and School Pastors - Street and school pastors had a new co-ordinator - Laurie 

Searle. Rhosnesni High School also had a new head teacher – Andy Frank. 

 

 

3. The role of prayer in CTW meetings 

 

This item was on the agenda as a result of discussions at the last quarterly CTW 

meeting, in response to the viewing of recordings from the Movement Day.  The 

encouragement was for Christians Together in Wrexham to pray more intentionally 

together for the life of the town, and to seek God’s guidance as to where resources are 

best placed and how the ministry of Christians Together in Wrexham is developed and 

grown.   

 

It was hoped that Jo Dunbar would have been at the meeting to share some ideas she 

had about prayer, however Jo had been unable to attend due to illness.  Gareth Jones 

reflected that a lot of the success and blessing seen over the last decade stemmed from 

a faithful group who met every morning and prayed for the town over a number of 

years; also a number of 24/7 days and prayer meetings had taken place over past 

years.  Gareth wondered whether CTW were now at a stage where investment in 

prayer was needed once again. Jonathan said that the challenge was to find the best 

ways in which to do this so that people could engage together in prayer. Jo Dunbar 

had expressed a desire to be prayer champion for CTW; the subject of prayer will be 

considered further at a future meeting when Jo is able to attend. 

 

Caia Park – Art Ellinson had produced a paper which it was agreed would be 

circulated electronically and placed on the agenda for the next CTW quarterly 

meeting.  This paper reflected on the involvement of CTW across Wrexham and on 

Caia Park, with the thought that this was an area of the town needing particular 

support. Art asked if the paper could be circulated with a request for prayerful 

consideration for a discussion later in the year.  
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4. Business: 

 

i. Minutes of last meeting (26th April 2018) 

 

These were accepted as a true record of the meeting. 

 

ii. Representation on SACRE (Standing Advisory Council for Religious 

Education) 

 

SACRE advises on religious education in schools in Wales.  The group is 

representative of different religious strands in the locality and works to help 

provide the syllabus for RE for schools.  Representatives from more 

established denominations were already in place but there was a concern that 

free church congregations should also be represented, and it was thought that a 

representative from CTW could meet this need.   Further Information was 

available and Libby Jones, RE advisor for Wrexham County Borough schools, 

was happy to talk with anyone interested in the role. Meetings of SACRE take 

place for three mornings per year, the role required someone from one of the 

free churches with an interest in education.  It was agreed that a letter would 

be sent to the pastor of each of the non-denominational churches known to 

Christians Together in Wrexham. If a representative was not forthcoming, then 

representation on SACRE could form part of the role of the children’s worker 

due to be appointed at Christchurch in September, with any concerns from the 

free churches regarding religious education routed through this person. 

 

iii. Dates for United Services 

 

United Services are planned for the following dates: 

 

25th November 2018 

20th January 2019 

12th May 2019 

24th Nov 2019 

 

All the above services are on Sunday evenings, to commence at 6pm.  

 

Ty Pawb had been considered as a venue for a United Service but was felt 

more appropriate for a possible event in the future other than an act of 

worship.   

 

Rob Parry had agreed to make enquiries with Jerusalem Welsh speaking 

Methodist church, situated on the corner of Pen y Maes Avenue and Chester 

Road, as a possible venue for the United Service on 25th November.  Andy 

Hughes from Urban Saints would be asked if he had availability to preach for 

that occasion.  
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iv. Dates of future quarterly meetings 

 

Thurs 27th Sept, St Marks Church.  

Thursday 31st January – venue to be confirmed. 

 

 

Closing prayers 

 

Gareth Jones closed in prayer.  

 


