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Christians Together in Wrexham/ Cydweithio Gyda Crist yn Wrecsam 

St Mark’s Church, Bryn Eglwys Road, Wrexham LL12 9LA 

7.30pm Thursday 27
th

 September 2018 

 

Present: Elizabeth Waddington (Community Church and IPAC), Lynne Mort (Methodist 

Church), Jo Dunbar (Community Church and YWAM), Sarah Errington (St James’ Rhosddu 

and St John’s Rhosnesni), Sue Williams (TCC/St James’), Trish Earlam (Wrexham Circuit 

Youth Work), Jonathan Smith (St Margaret’s and St Mark’s), Elaine Smith (St Mark’s), Sue 

Allen (Christchurch), Adam Butterworth (Christchurch Youthworker), Ian Davies (Salvation 

Army), Sandy Davies (Salvation Army), John Hodgkinson (Community Church), Phil Arton 

(Community Church), Art Ellison (St Mark’s), Chris Lawton (St Mark’s). 

Apologies: Brian Matthews (Trinity Presbyterian), Rob Parry (Capel Y Groes), Members of 

Capel Y Groes, Geraint Owens (Trinity Presbyterian), Sally Griffiths (Christchurch), Gareth 

Jones (Christchurch), Mark Vening (YWAM), Phil Poole (Methodist Church),  Michael  and 

Joan Winwood (Prison Fellowship), Pauline Borgerson (St Mark’s). 

1. Welcome 

 Opening prayers and reflections were led by Jonathan Smith. 

 Introductions. Everybody introduced themselves and were welcomed to the meeting. 

 

2. Updates and Information 

 

Representation on SACRE (Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education).  It 

was agreed that Sarah, youth and children’s worker with Christchurch, would take on 

the role of SACRE representative for Christians Together in Wrexham.  

 

Tin Can Youth Club – Josh (Church Army) had taken six teenagers from Wrexham on 

a Christian youth camp during the summer holidays.  These were young people with 

no church background.  Three made a commitment to Christ and have subsequently 

attended a camp reunion service in Hoylake.  Josh asked for prayer that these young 

people would continue to develop their faith.  Josh reported that Wednesday evening 

sessions so far this autumn at the Tin Can had been positive with young people sitting 

and listening to the ‘God Slot’ during the evening.  This was felt to be very 

encouraging and was seen as evidence that things were moving forward. 

 

Methodist Holiday club – Trish Earlam reported that two holiday clubs took place 

over the summer, one at Wrexham Methodist church and one at Rhosddu.  70 young 

people attended in total, three days at each venue. 

 

Foodbank – Art Ellison reported that we are entering the busy part of the year for the 

Foodbank.  Art would be grateful for any promotion in the churches.  Lots of work is 

available for willing volunteers in the run up to Christmas.  Demand is currently up 

40% this year on the same time last year,  this may be due to the roll out of Universal 
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Credit.  Jo Dunbar expressed her appreciation for Bob Opper and the team of 

volunteers working with the Foodbank. 

 

Mission to Wales – The next sessions were due to take place in Wrexham on 21st, 

22
nd

 and 25th October.  A request was made for carol singers for the next burst of 

outreach through Mission Wrexham in early December. 

 

AVOW Big Lottery Workshops – These were due to take place on Friday 5
th

 October 

9.30am – 4.30pm at the Catrin Finch Centre, Glyndwr University. 

 

‘Why on Earth’ Course – Chris Lawton (Church Army) talked about this course, due 

to start on Thursday 11
th

 October, 7.30pm at the Tin Can; described by Chris as ‘a 

gentle introduction to apologetics’.  Everybody welcome. 

 

Family activity sessions were to take place at St Mark’s, Caia Park during the October 

half term.  11am -1pm with a free meal at 12.30pm.   A request was made for 

volunteers. Dates: Mon 29
th

 Oct – Fri 2
nd

 Nov. 

 

Men’s Supper to take place Nov 24
th

 Sat, 7pm, at St Peter’s Church Hall, Smithfield.  

Organiser, Chris Lawton.  Josh Smith will  talk about his role as chaplain with 

Wrexham football club. The evening includes a meal.  Men are invited to bring along 

a friend, invitations will be made available in churches. 

 

IPAC Elizabeth Waddington had attended the North Wales Sexual Health Day on 15
th

 

September.  A request was made by Elizabeth for more people to train as advisors 

with IPAC.  Anyone wishing to receive IPAC’s regular newsletters is asked to contact 

Elizabeth. 

 

TCC – TCC have received lottery funding to hold a day publicising their work.  This 

was due to take place on Thursday 25
th

 October at Gladstones Library, Hawarden. 

Active citizenship training also due to take place in November. Contact TCC if 

interested in either of these events. A ‘Youth in Action’ Youth Group had been set up, 

meeting at Capel y Groes on Wednesday evenings.  Any interested young people very 

welcome. 

 

The Salvation Army were starting seasonal Messy Church, the first session to be 

Messy Harvest, 3-5pm on Sunday 30
th

 September.  Forget me not memory café takes 

place on the 2
nd

 Fri of every month and on the 4
th

 Fri, singing by heart. dementia 

friendly church training to take place on the 5
th

 November at 1pm. All these events to 

take place at The Salvation Army, Garden Road, Wrexham. 

 

Chaplaincy Coordinator  A drop in morning with Chaplaincy Co-ordinator Naomi 

Squire, was due to take place at the Chaplaincy, Glyndwr University on Tuesday 

October 23
rd

, 9am – 12 noon.  
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Acts of worship in residential care homes. Jonathan Smith was compiling an up to 

date list of services of worship held in residential care homes 

 

Information about local churches -  This could be obtained fromWrexham Council 

website; their Places of Worship page is kept up to date.   

 

3. Topics for further information, discussion and prayer 

 

Prison Fellowship 

 

A report was provided by Michael and Joan Winward: 

 

At HMP Berwyn we have just had the results in for our first Sycamore Tree course 

(Restorative Justice).  All 19 passed with 16 having the highest pass rate.  Our next 

sycamore Tree course starts on 25th October – your prayer would be appreciated. 

 

We are about to start Angel Tree (giving Christmas gifts to the men’s children).  At 

present we have very few volunteers to buy presents, so we are looking for help and 

prayer.  Last year we bought 84 presents with 500 men in residence – this year there 

are 1150! 

 

Our Harvest Service at HMP Berwyn will be on the 7th October and our carol service 

on the 10th December.  Our Sunday congregations are steady at around 30-40 men 

each week and the weekly Bible study group has had to be split due to numbers 

having grown so much.  Blessings to you all.  Joan and Michael. 

 

Homeless and night shelter – A report on the previous year’s activity had been circulated 

with the agenda for the meeting.  Plans for 2018/19 were outlined, this included provision of 

shelter for 7 nights a week for 12 weeks from January – March 2019. 

 

Caia Park – commitment to prayer  A paper by Art had been circulated with the agenda for 

the meeting.   It was additionally reported that a Brownie group was just starting at St 

Mark’s, run by someone living on the Estate.  This group meets on a Thursday evening from 

5-7pm in St Mark’s Church. 

 

St Peter’s Church Hall was  to be taken back in-house by the Parish of Wrexham – Jonathan 

was working with Rock chapel to develop a Christian Arts Centre at the Church Hall in the 

day and to let the hall out for use in the evenings. 

 

Caia Friars A report was circulated by Jonathan.   

 

Prayers for all the above were led by Jo Dunbar, who encouraged us to pray with the 

scriptures.  
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4. Business 

 

The minutes of last quarterly meeting were accepted.  Proposed by Sarah Errington, 

Seconded by Art Ellinson. 

 

Treasurer Update The CTW account had a current balance of £813.  Transactions typically 

total around half a dozen in a year. Over the past year CTW had provided orders of service 

for a United Service, the cost of which was more than covered by offerings.  CTW had also 

paid for a wreath for the Service of Remembrance,  November 2017.  Income is usually from 

offerings, with expenditure being on those things CTW wish to support during the  year. 

 

Christmas advertising on the website – Sally Griffiths was happy to undertake this once 

again. Sally will email churches asking for information about Christmas services and will 

compile this information on the website. 

 

Next United Service: 25th Nov, 6pm. St Margaret’s Church, Chester Road, Wrexham LL11 2SH   

– preacher Andy Hughes, Wales Impact Team Leader, Saint Y Gymuned/Urban Saints. 

 

United Service 20th January –Jonathan agreed to ask Rock Chapel if they would like to host 

this service. 

 

Next quarterly meeting – Thursday 31st Jan, Tin Can (Rhosnesni Chapel, adjacent to 

Rhosnesni High School), Rhosnesni Lane, Wrexham.   

 

Closing prayers – closing prayers were led by Sarah Errington.  

 

 

 

 

 


