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Christians Together in Wrexham/ Cydweithio Gyda Crist yn Wrecsam  
Tin Can Youth Centre, Rhosnesni Lane, Wrexham 

7.30pm Thursday 31st January 2019 

 

Present: Pauline Borgerson (St Mark’s), Elaine Smith (St Mark’s), Jackie Godding (Chester 

Street Baptist Church), Elfed Godding (Chester Street Baptist Church), John Hodgkinson 

(ICFW and Community Church), Paul and Rose Harvey (Bradley Road Evangelical Baptist 

Church), Sally Griffiths (Christchurch), Richard Fogg (ICFW and Christchurch), Mark 

Venning (YWAM), Marian Lloyd Jones (Capel y Groes), Siwan Jones (Capel y Groes), 

Lynne Mort (Wrexham Methodist Church), Art Ellinson (St Mark’s), Chris Lawton (Church 

Army), Jo Dunbar (Community Church, YWAM), Gareth Jones (Christchurch), Rhian Jones 

(Capel y Groes), Gwenan Brett (Capel y Groes), Kevin Hill (Wrexham Worships), Jonathan 

Smith (St Margaret’s and St Mark’s), Trish Earlam (Wrexham Circuit Youth Work),   

 

Apologies:  Elizabeth Waddington (IPAC), Phil Poole (Methodist Church) 

 

Welcome 

 

Jonathan Smith welcomed everyone.  

 

1. Opening worship 

 

Opening worship was led by Church Army Officers Chris Lawton and Josh Smith. 

 

2. Introductions 

 

There were a number of new faces - everyone introduced themselves. 

 

3. Youth 

• Tin Can 

The Tin Can youth club has been running for nearly 2 years now.  During this time 

it has grown considerably in numbers, mostly from Rhosnesni High School, and 

also including some children excluded from Rhosnesni who attend other schools.  

The club runs from 3-5pm Tues and Thurs when 20-50 young people come along.  

Wednesday night sessions started a couple of months ago, this is more of a 

traditional youth group with a ‘God Slot’, and has gone well.  The Tin Can is 

currently somewhat overwhelmed by numbers, which need to be managed due to 

health and safety concerns. Chris and Josh are thankful to volunteers from 

Christchurch for their help in leading activities at the Tin Can. 

 

• Youth Alpha 

Trish  Earlam reported that around 15 – 1 9 young people are currently attending 

Youth Alpha;  all are engaging very well. Trish comments that it is a blessing to 

see young people asking questions and engaging with why we do what we do.  

Evenings usually start with pizza, then go on to studying the Youth Alpha curse.  

 

Further helpers are requested for the Tin Can Youth Group, Youth Alpha and also 

for film nights held twice a month on a Saturday in the Tin Can. 
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• XL Mentoring 

 

Mike Lacey had intended to provide an update, but was not able to be present. 

 

• Welcome to Siwan Jones – Children, Youth and Families Worker, Presbyterian 

Churches 

 

Siwan has recently started work part time with Capel y Groes as a part-time youth 

worker.  Work currently involves running youth clubs, starting an Open The Book 

group (in welsh) in Rhos and hopefully starting a similar group in Cefn Mawr as 

well.  If anyone knows any welsh speakers who would be like to join the group 

please let Siwan know.  

 

Siwan would also like to recommence the Christian Union at Glyndwr University 

(it is not really functioning at the moment).  Siwan is organising an event in Ty 

Pawb on Tues 26th Feb 7pm, to help students engage with pop culture. If anyone 

has students in their churches Siwan would like to link up with them.  Siwan will 

email the poster for the Ty Pawb event to anyone who is interested.   

 

4. Prayer and Worship 

• Wrexham Worships 

Kevin Hill – spoke about the power of worshipping together. Following a 

sense of vision received by Kevin around 6 years ago, Kevin has thought and 

prayed about this over a period of time.  He would like to organise a large 

gathering of Christians in the centre of Wrexham, with people coming together 

primarily for worship. Consideration is being given to holding the event in the 

Memorial Hall.  Kevin would like to invite Christian groups e.g. Food bank, 

YWAM, to have stands at the event.   

 

The blessing of CTW on plans for the event was requested, and Kevin asked if 

he could put the CTW logo on publicity materials, given that CTW is well 

respected - he hoped this would draw people in. Kevin was looking to recruit 

musicians, people to get involved in prayer, stewardship, PA, projection and 

also money raising to cover costs of venue hire, equipment, copyright etc. 

People were asked to start praying for the event now; it is hoped that the event 

could take place in the autumn. 

 

Kevin would like to visit some of the Wrexham churches for a five minute slot 

during their services to explain the idea.  The event would take place on a 

Saturday evening, lasting for 1.5 - 2 hours, and would consist of worship 

interspersed with a brief (five minute) word and some prayer. The focus would 

however be mainly on worship and would include a mix of traditional and 

contemporary worship. 

 

The suggestion was opened out to discussion. Art Ellinson cautioned the need 

for discernment and expressed his view that an appropriate leadership 

structure needed to be in place to oversee authorisation of the event; he 

requested agreement from church leaders in the town that they would take on 

that role.   
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Jonathan Smith noted that there is no shortage of church leaders in the town to 

offer support and wisdom and asked whether CTW were happy to give 

imprimatur to the event.  This was agreed. 

 

If anyone wishes to contact Kevin about the event, they should email  

wrexhamworships@gmail.com.   

 

 

• Caia Friars 

 

Jonathan distributed a paper regarding Caia Frairs.  

 

Caia Frairs is a agreement with fellow Christians and with God to pray daily 

for Caia Park, and share in a commitment to Christian ministry of any kind on 

Caia Park.  A monthly diary of prayers would be provided and the group 

would consider having some kind of an annual meal to share fellowship 

together.    

 

It is hoped that Caia Frais would create a link between all those who would 

like to see God’s work come to fruition on Caia park.  Alongside the Caia 

Friars, would be ‘friends of Caia Park’; for people to are committed to helping 

with ministry on Caia Park, but are not necessarily Christians. 

 

Jonathan has employed a design studio to work on creation of a logo for the 

group, a draft logo was showed to the meeting.  

 

Art Ellinson commented that around 30 Christians from across the town and 

another 15 or so people of goodwill are involved in Christian projects on Caia 

Park coordinated by himself.  Art expressed the view that these projects 

couldn’t be undertaken effectively without the support of people in this way. 

He felt that a community such as Caia Friars would increase the sense that we 

are a mission band working in the most deprived quarter of the town. Art 

emphasised the importance of the ministry of prayer and explained that this 

sort of initiative brings together those who are serving and those who are 

praying.  Reference was made to the book ‘The New Friars’ published by 

InterVarsity Press, subtitled ‘The Emerging Movement Serving the World’s 

Poor.  

 

Jo Dunbar explained that Caia is the Greek word for a place of rejoicing. Jo 

felt this was Gods prophetic word over Caia park. 

 

CTW agreed that they were happy to support the Caia Friars.  It is hoped that 

an event can take place to launch the Caia Frairs by around Lent/Easter time. 

 

Note – Since the CTW meeting this an event to launch the Caia Friars has 

been planned for Monday 1st April, 7.30pm at St Marks. 

 

5. Mission 

• Mission Wrexham Easter 

• Visit from London Church 

mailto:wrexhamworships@gmail.com
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Gareth Jones had been approached by the Reapers Choir (an award-winning gospel choir) 

from Christ Apostolic Church, London with, who have asked to work alongside local 

churches in Wrexham.  The choir will get engaged with evangelism over the Easter weekend 

and would like to provide a concert as well.  Evangelism will take place on the streets during 

Easter Saturday, and the gospel concert will take place on Easter Sunday.  St Giles have 

offered to host the concert, the suggested time being mid to late afternoon or early evening on 

Easter Sunday. The choir are available to minister in churches on Easter Day.  Dave 

Rowlands said that he would be speaking with the church pastor in the very near future to 

discuss the time of the concert.  This will be communicated to everyone once a time has been 

agreed. 

 

4pm or 6pm was felt by the meeting to be the best time for the concert.  Churches were asked 

to bear this in mind when planning their Easter publicity. The church and choir have 

previously been to Colwyn Bay where a good weekend took place. 

 

Note – since the CTW quarterly meeting it has been agreed this will take place on Sunday 

21st April, 3pm at St Giles. 

 

The Good Friday procession will also take place as usual.  Gareth Jones will discuss this with 

Jonathan Smith. 

 

• ‘Kingdom, Facing the Unfinished Task’ with George Verwer 

 

Paul Harvey spoke about this event, scheduled to take place on Saturday 6th April. The event 

is a challenge to believers rather than an outreach to non-Christians.  Paul works with WEC 

international, who suggested that a mission event take place in Wrexham.  George Verwer is 

the founder of OM (Operation Mobilisation) and is respected as a lifelong worldwide 

missionary and evangelist.  Capel Y Groes have offered their church and flyers for the event 

are available. Paul encouraged people to come along to hear George Verwer who he described 

as a great guy to listen to and a challenge to Christians to serve God through mission. 

Volunteers are also needed to help with stewarding, refreshments, audio-visuals. Paul can be 

contacted via his email address. Paulmh247@gmail.com 

 

Paul asked if people could note the times on flyer, which includes a programme of seminars 

and will also include activities for children.  People are asked to sign up for this so that the 

organisers will know how many are attending.  Manna bookshop will also attend the event 

with books, and there will also be information stands. 

 

A planning meeting is to take place on 20th February planning meeting if anyone would like 

to come along.  Finances however, have been provided and there is no expectation that 

support would involve financial contributions. 

 

 

 

6. Other items 

• IPAC 

Apologies were received from Elizabeth Waddington.  There was a report from 

the floor that IPAC has a new office (not yet set up). 

 

mailto:Paulmh247@gmail.com


5 

 

• Night Shelter  

Elaine Smith and Lynne Mort spoke a little of their experiences in volunteering 

with the cold weather night shelter for the homeless, organised by Shelter Cymru, 

running from January to March and hosted in a number of different church venues 

across Wrexham. More volunteers are still required.  If anyone is interested, 

please contact Stephen Convill s.convill@housingjustice.org.uk 

 

• Storage and office space 

 

Mark Vening was aware there are a number of Christian organisations looking for 

space.  Mark has found an option for this in Ty Pawb, and will circulate 

information in the Bulletin regarding the contact details for this. 

 

• Any other brief (2 minute) reports from the floor  

 

North East Wales Cytun. Cytun is the welsh word for agreement.  North East 

Wales Cytun meets periodically, but there is no representative from Wrexham at 

present – the representative was Brian Matthews but he is busy at present in other 

roles. Trish Earlam agreed that she was happy to attend to represent CTW.   

 

Day of Prayer for Wrexham.  Jo Dunbar expressed her thanks to all who attended 

this. Approximately 64 people attended, representing 14 churches.  A further day 

of prayer is to take place during March.  For further information contact Jo 

Dunbar at jdunbar@ywamwales.org. 

 

Celebrate Recovery – This is an international programme based on the beatitudes.  

Jo Dunbar would be very interested in starting a Celebrate Recovery group in 

Wrexham and is holding currently holding meetings to assess the interest. The 

next of these is due to take place on 26th Feb at GYG – the YWAM house, 25 

Hightown Road. Again, please contact Jo  jdunbar@ywamwales.org. 

 

Holiday Club St Marks – During October half term St Marks teamed up with 

several people from churches around Wrexham to provide a holiday club 

including providing lunch to the children and their families if they wanted to stay.  

St Marks would like to do the same this coming February half term.  The Holiday 

Club runs from 11.00am – 1pm.  Volunteers are needed to help with activities with 

the children and their families, and to make sandwiches.   If you would be 

interested in helping please email Chris Lawton clawton106@btinternet.com 

 

Prison Christian Fellowship.  A report was provided by Michael and Joan 

Winward.  Prison Christian Fellowship. (included with these minutes). 

 

7. Business 

• Minutes of last meeting (27th September 2018) 

 

Approved. 

 

• Dates and venues for United Services - 12th May, 24th November 

 

12th May –This will be the Christian Aid Service.  Gareth Jones will liaise with 
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Christine Williams, Christian Aid rep. 

 

Note: Since the CTW quarterly meeting, it has been confirmed that the United 

Service, 12th May will take place at Salisbury Park URC Church, Percy Road  

 

24th Nov – It was agreed that CTW would invite Sian Rees, National Director of 

EA Wales.  Lynne Mort will ask Phil Poole about the possibility of having the 

service at Regent Street Methodist Church. 

 

Note: Since CTW quarterly meeting Sian Rees has agreed to preach at the 

United Service on 24th November. 

 

• Dates and venues of future quarterly meetings 

•  

Next quarterly meeting - 2nd May, Capel y Groes 

 

4th July (AGM) – venue to be confirmed  

autumn quarterly meeting – date and venue to be confirmed. 

 

A big thank you was offered to Robert Parry (Capel y Groes) for his ministry 

amongst us as he moves on to Liverpool, and we pray for his successor. 

 

Closing prayers 

 

Closing prayers were led by Jonathan Smith 

 

 

 


