
1 
 

Christians Together in Wrexham/ Cydweithio Gyda Crist yn Wrecsam  
All Saints Church Hall, Poyser Street 

7.30pm Thursday 4th July 2019 

 

Present: Pauline Borgerson (St Mark’s), Elaine Smith (St Mark’s), John Hodgkinson (ICFW and 

Community Church), Sally Griffiths (Christchurch), Mark Vening (YWAM), Marian Jones (Capel y 

Groes), Siwan Jones (Capel y Groes), Lynne Mort (Wrexham Methodist Church), Art Ellinson (St 

Mark’s), Chris Lawton (Church Army), Gareth Jones (Christchurch/CLF), Kevin Hill (Wrexham 

Worships), Jonathan Smith (St Margaret’s and St Mark’s), Trish Earlam (Wrexham Circuit Youth 

Work),  Frank Collins (IPAC), Michael Winwood (Prison Fellowship), Olwen Prytherch (St Mark’s), 

Mary Walsh (Salvation Army), Kath Sneade (Salvation Army), Glenys Prydden (Salvation Army), Brian 

Prydden (Salvation Army), Sandy Davis (Salvation Army), Ian Davis (Salvation Army), Mike Norbury 

(Community Church), Hazel Norbury (Community Church), Michael Lacy (XLM), Abi Hughes (XLM), 

Anne Casey (St Margaret’s), Jo Dunbar (YWAM/TCC), Sarah Errington (St James & St John), Kay Polley 

(TCC), Peter Evans, Adam Meredith (Crewe by Farndon Methodists). 

Apologies:  Phil Arton (Treasurer CTW), Sue Williams (St James), Joan Winwood (Prison Fellowship) 

Welcome 

Jonathan Smith welcomed everyone.  

1. Opening Prayers 

Jonathan read from Romans Ch 8 v 18 -25, and opened the meeting with prayer. 

2. Introductions 

Everyone introduced themselves. 

3. AGM 

 

3.1. Review of the year – Jonathan 

Highlights of the year were reviewed. 

Night Shelter for the homeless.  In 2018 a brief trial was run for provision of a night shelter for 

homeless people in Wrexham.  After an initial pilot in 2018; in January, February and March of 2019, 

the Wrexham Church and Community Cold Weather Shelter (WCCCWS) ran for 10 Weeks across 7 

venues (churches/church halls).  Jonathan considered it an immense credit to churches in Wrexham 

that it was able to run successfully.  Some of those who were supported have moved onto longer 

term accommodation and others were helped in a variety of practical ways. 

Wrexham Worships – Plans for a large-scale worship event were coming on stream for later in the 

year.   

Over the year, CTW had also supported the Tin Can Youth Centre, Baptistry provision for the Prison, 

and Open the Book, a project shared between a number of churches which involves taking Bible 

stories into primary schools. 
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Jonathan mentioned that there were many other things that could be talked about.  He considered it 

really good that the churches had continued to work together to support a large number of 

initiatives across the town. 

Hazel Norbury asked if the night shelter would run in 2020 – the response was that it would and that 

there had been a fundraising initiative in Tesco for the project.  More venues for night shelter 

provision were always welcome. 

3.2. Minutes of previous AGM 

The minutes of the previous AGM were accepted. Proposed by Art Ellinson, seconded by Sarah 

Errington.  All in favour. 

3.3. Accounts 

A written report was provided by Phil Arton, Treasurer, who was unable to be present at the 

meeting.  

There had been limited activity on the accounts over the past 18 months. 

Income for the 2018 financial year was £241.59, from offerings taken during United Services. 

Expenditure was £230.30 covering insurance, service sheets and gifts to speakers. 

The closing balance for the year was £738.33. 

In the current year CTW had received an income of £23 from an event and had paid out £72.80 on 

insurance.  The current balance was £688.53. 

3.4. Cytûn affiliation 

CTW had received an email from Cytûn requesting an affiliation fee of £30 per annum.  This fee 

would include some public liability insurance for events organised by CTW.   The meeting agreed that 

they were happy to happy to pay the affiliation fee. Proposed by Mark Vening, seconded by Mike 

Norbury. Clarification to be sought as to whether CTW still need to pay a separate insurance. 

3.5. Officers 

Sarah Errington proposed that Jonathan Smith continue as Chair.  

The possibility of a Deputy/Co-chair was discussed. Art Ellinson suggested officers take soundings 

before the next quarterly meeting regarding possibilities for a Co-chair.  Jonathan suggested it would 

be appropriate for this to be someone non-Anglican denomination, possibly female. 

Sally Griffiths, Elaine Smith and Jo Dunbar agreed to continue to share secretarial and 

communications work. Mark Vening thanked all three for their work and proposed that they 

continue. 

Phil Arton had indicated that he was happy to continue as Treasurer.  Pauline Borgerson proposed 

that  Phil Arton continue in this role. 

Welsh Cultural Advisor – this had previously been Rob Parry, who had now moved to Liverpool.  

Marian Jones Capel y Groes agreed to take on this role. Proposed by Mark Vening. 

4. CTW quarterly meeting 

 

4.1. Update from Tin Can Chapel  
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Chris Lawton provided an update. The Tin Can had been going for nearly 3 years, situated on 

Rhosnesni Lane and aiming to cater for children from the Caia Park area. Drop-in’s were taking place 

straight after school.  Over the last year Josh (Church Army) had taken a group of young people on a 

Christian camp where a number had come to faith.  Josh had then run an Alpha course on a 

Wednesday evening. Subsequently, a Wednesday evening session was started which aimed to 

attract young people from secondary schools across Wrexham.  Some young people have caused 

issues with the neighbours.  In addition, a sign had been erected which identified the Tin Can as a 

youth centre.  As a consequence, the Council had said that the chapel needs to apply for a change of 

use.  

The chapel is owned by Methodists, who have agreed to apply for the change of use.  Plans were 

due with the Council by Friday 5th July, and prayers were that things would go forward in a positive 

way. Wednesday evening meetings at the Tin Can had currently been halted – there were 60 young 

people attending at one point.  Josh was planning to take around 20 young people to camp over the 

summer of 2019. Josh and Chris were keen to continue to work with the young people at the Tin 

Can, and reported that this work had brought many young people into contact with Jesus. 

A time of prayer was held for the work of the Tin Can. 

4.2. Caia Frairs – Jonathan Smith 

The Caia Frairs are a small order of people committed to pray for Caia Park.  Jonathan reported that 

he sensed answers to prayers, especially regarding St Mark’s. There were currently around 20 Friars. 

4.3. St Marks Holiday Club – Chris Lawton 

Over recent school holidays St Mark’s had run holiday clubs linked with the Holiday Hunger project. 

Christians from across Wrexham were helping with the project. A holiday club was planned to take 

place over the summer from 29th July to 2nd August.  Chris Lawton asked for further volunteers and 

explained that volunteers could bring along their families if they had young children. The holiday 

club would be looking at Jesus’ parables, and would include craft activities. Chris asked if families 

could be encouraged to attend. Children of any age were welcome to come along provided a parent 

or guardian attended with them. 

4.4. Wrexham Worships – Kevin Hill 

Kevin talked about Wrexham Worships, planned as a free worship event, due to take place on 28th 

Sept in Ty Pawb.  Preparations were progressing.  Kevin had been undertaking church visits to spread 

the word and wanted to do more of these visits. He had also been active on social media, and asked 

if people could follow Wrexham Worships.  Posters and flyers were available and T shirts for sale on-

line. It was also possible to receive updates by email.  

Kevin asked that people contact him if they hadn’t had flyers and would like some. He was now 

thinking about how to spread the word outside of Wrexham, and would be putting packs together to 

deliver to churches he hadn’t yet made contact with.  Stewards were required for the event and also 

people who could be involved in a small prayer ministry group on the night.  The event would be 

free to attend and as many people as possible were encouraged to come, however it was 

acknowledged that there would be costs, including costs of the venue, hire of equipment, insurance 

etc. Kevin hoped that churches as well as individuals would feel led to make a donation.  
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It was hoped that two bands, made up of people from churches across Wrexham could lead 

the worship. Kevin would be happy to know of any musicians who would like to join in.  The 

music was planned be largely contemporary but would include some traditional worship 

music.  The target audience was everybody, and the public were free to join us if they 

wished to. 

 

4.5. XLM – Abi Hughes and Mike Lacy 

 

Abi and Mike provided an overview of XLM, intended for young people going through 

difficult times in their lives, and on the verge of exclusion from school. Support is provided 

through working with schools. Volunteers are recruited and trained to mentor a young 

person for two hours a week, every week for a twelve-month period. This helps the young 

people to have someone to relate to and provides them with a bit of stability and a 

consistent and positive role model. Once young people are excluded from school their 

outlook is not very good. Schools XLM work with see the positive influence.  The project is 

always looking for volunteers.   

 

Mike asked people to contact him if they were interested in volunteering or would like 

himself and Abi to come and talk to their group.  Funding was also required. Mike and Abi 

could be contacted if there was any young person anyone was particularly concerned about.  

Success rates of this extended period of mentoring were considered to be very good.  

 

4.6. IPAC – Frank Collins 

 

IPAC provides impartial advice, counselling and support to women and to men who have 

been experiencing distress because of an unplanned pregnancy, miscarriage or termination. 

 

Statistically 1 in 3 women will have an abortion, 1 in 4 will have a miscarriage.  Most of us 

will know someone who has been touched by these issues.  1 in 4 women will experience 

mental health issues at some point in their lives. In North Wales there are 20 abortions for 

every 100 Lives birth.  In Wrexham last year there were 444 abortions (not including the 

morning after pill).  Sexual health, CAMHS etc welcome IPAC because they don’t have time 

to provide this support themselves.  

 

Frank reported that IPAC had new offices in Priory Street (IPAC were previously based in 

Salvation Army).  They also now had a counselling room and retail space was available at the 

Priory Street offices if anyone would like to use it. 

 

IPAC needed to raise their profile in order to obtain funding for an awareness project.  At the 

current time they had three members about to undertake miscarriage and baby loss 

training.  All members also needed to undertake refresher training.   The existing team of 

volunteers were currently experiencing challenges and IPAC needed to recruit more 

volunteers. IPAC also needed help with practical maintenance (e.g. window cleaning of new 

offices). They have been asked whether they could receive women from Styal as they were 

released back into the community.  IPAC have information/publicity available in both Welsh 

and English.  
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4.7. Prisons Conference – Gareth Jones 

 

Wrexham Prison had been open over 2 years and men were now being released.  Whilst there was 

much support across the region, there was not yet any formal means across the churches of 

supporting men as they leave prison.  Gareth would like to focus on this at the North Wales Prison 

Conference arranged for 24th September, 10am – 4.00pm at Wrexham Salvation Army Citadel.  

 

4.8. TCC – Kay Polley 

 

Kay is the Lead Community Organiser at TCC. Kay explained that TCC is made up of over 30 local 

groups, the majority of which are faith groups.  Non-faith groups are involved as well.  The aim is to 

get together as wide a range of people as possible, in order to identify things affecting everybody.  

TCC meet together once a month, when members can come along and talk about what is happening 

in their community.  Members then decide what they want to take forward and approach the 

‘power holders’ to initiate change. 

For example, TCC have worked on: 

• Poverty in the community and the living wage 

• The setting up of the original Ty Nos night shelter. 

• Training for young people in community organising. 

The group have got British Sign Language onto the Welsh curriculum and obtained support in St 

Christopher’s school for a deaf child. 

TCC’s current campaign aimed to make Wrexham a Town of Sanctuary.  Members of the group who 

are refugees/asylum seekers have spoken about their experiences or receiving a welcome (or not).  

People, groups, churches and businesses can sign up to pledge to welcome refugees/asylum seekers. 

Kay asked if people could take information about this.  If anybody would like to find out more about 

becoming a member, enabling them to raise issues and access free training about how to create 

change please contact Kay.  TCC were able to come out to groups as well providing training. 

 

4.9. Cytûn feedback 

 

Trish Earlam had attended North East Wales Cytûn, held in Emmanual Church, Penyffordd. The 

group had shared worship and then received news from churches around North East Wales. Much of 

the work is similar to that done in Wrexham but is unique to the different locations. For example, a 

group in Flint specifically prays for schools in that area in each half term, letting schools know what 

they have prayed for etc). The group had a talk from Shawn Graham, the new chaplain for Coleg 

Cambria. Trish reported that it was encouraging to see other Cytûn groups engaging with the prison 

fellowship.  Martin Snellgrove, current chair of NE Wales Cytûn is inviting Llandudno Cytûn to join.  

Next year one of the three meetings will be an evening meeting.  Trish encouraged people to come 

along if they could make it as the meetings were very uplifting. 
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4.10. AOB 

 

Prison fellowship –Michael Winwood said that people were welcome to attend worship in 

the prison on a Sunday morning.  If interested, please contact himself or Joan Winward.  

Thanks were offered for the baptistry.  Other men were now asking if they can be baptised. 

 

Art Ellinson flagged the forthcoming visit of Sian Reece, on November 24th, 6pm at the 

Methodist Church for the CTW United Service. Sian Reece is the new Director of the 

Evangelical Alliance Wales.  

 

Future Dates 

 

Quarterly Meeting 

 

Thurs 3rd Oct, at Crewe by Farndon Methodist Chapel. 

 

Corrections to the minutes of the previous quarterly meeting 

 

Two corrections to the previous quarterly meeting minutes were noted. 

 

• Page 1 should be ‘Youth Alpha Course’ not ‘Youth Alpha Curse’ 

 

• The film group meets once a month, not twice as reported. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


